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COURT OF INQUIRY. 





OFFICIAL. 


GenerAL ) Heap QUARTERS OF THE Army, 
OrpeEr, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
No 18. Washington, March 21, 1837. 


The following order has been received from the 
War Departinent, and is published for the informa- 
tion of all concerned. 


By order of Major General Macoms: 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 


ae 


: War DepartTMENT, March 21, 1857. 

A Court of Ingairy, of which Major General Ma- 
comb is president, commenced at the city of J reder- 
ick, Maryland, on the 28th of November, 1536, pur- 
suant to general orders, Nos. 63 and 68 of that year, 
tor the purpose of inquiring and examining into the 
causes of the failure of the campaigns in Florida 
against the Seminole Indians, under the coummand oi 
Major General Gaines and of Major General Scott, in 
1836; and the cause of the delay in opening and 
prosecuting the cainpaign, in Georgia and Alabama, 
against the hostile Creek Indians in 1836, and into 
every subject connected with tie military operations 
of those campaigns : also to inquire and examine into 
the unauthorized repurts and publications of the olii- 
cers of the army. 

The Court, after duly examining all the testimony 
offered in the several cases, pronounced the jollowing 
opinions thereon : 


Ast. Opinion of the Court in reference to the fuilwre of 
the campaign in Florida, conducted by Major Generai 
Scott, in 1836. 


“ The court finds, from a review of the testimony, 
that Major General Scott was ordered on the 21st oi 
January to take the direction of the Florida war, with 
full authority to organize aregular aid volunteer force 
sufficient in his judgment, with a view to bring the 
war to a speedy termination. That uader this order 
he proceeded to Augusta, Georgia, where he arrived 
near the last of January, and commenced organizing 
the service. That he proceeded thence to Milledge- 
ville for the purpose of consulting with the Governor 
ef Georgia on the subject of the Creek difficulties, 
and in hastening the preparations for operations in 
Florida. ‘That he returned to Augusta on the 6th of 
February, and arrived at Savannali on the 9th, where 
he was oceupied in regulating the supplies aud move- 
ments of the troops for Florida until the 20th. That 
he arrived at Pensacola on the 224, and was detained 
there until the 9th of March, awaiting the arrival of 
troops, both regular and volunteers, also transporta- 
tier and supplies, and in forwarding the same to Fort 
Drane and Volusia; his plan of campaizn being to 
move in three divisions simultaneously from Ft. Drane, 
Volusia and Tampa, upon the Withlacoochie, the 
strong hold of the enemy. That, on the 9th of March, 
Ger. Scatt proceeded to Fort Drane, with a small es- 
cort witu supplies for the relief of Gen. Gaines’ for- 
ce3 on the Withlacoochie, and arrived at Fort Drane 
about the 14th, where he was detained natil the 25th, 
to give time for the left wing and the centre of his 
army to put themselves in position, and also in await- 
ing the arrival of supplies, to enable him to cominence 
operations: these supplies were delayed for the want 
of additional means of transportation, momentarily 
expected from Savannah ; the few teams already in 
use being nearly exhausted by the bad state of the 
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; — and the constant and heavy dabor imposed on 
; thein. 


On the 26th of March, Gen. Scott commenced his 
ovement from Fort Drane for the Withiacoochie 
with the right wing of bis cominand, consisting of 
about 1,968 regular and volunteer troops, and with 18 
days’ rations; that he reached Camp Ilzard, on the 
Withlacoochie, on the morning of the 28th, where the 
Indians from the opposite bank of the river fired into 
the camp. Preparations being made, the troops com- 
menced crossing the river the next morning at 4 0’ 
clock ; during the crossing, the rear division was at- 
tacked, but the enemy was driven. On the morning 
of the 30th, the army having crossed, proceeded up 
the river in search of the enemy, whom they disco- 
vered about 10 o’clock, in small parties on an island 
in a chain of lakes; the troops advanced to the at- 
tack, when the Indians retired, and were pursued 
about four miles, but not overtaken. The next morn- 
ing the Indians were again discovered on another 
island, surrounded by broad and wet savannahs, and 
so boggy that it was with difficulty the troops could 
struggle through thein. The ind:ans were attacked, 
dislodged, aud pursued three or four miles, when they 
eluded the pursuit by crossing the river. In this pur- 
suit the troops became several times engaged, but the 
enemy Was always dislodged and driven from the 
hamwocks. Finding it iinpossible to pursue the ene- 
iny across the river, and being twenty-four hours with- 
out provisions, the troops returned to their baggage 
irain and encamped. On the Ist of April the troops 
proceeded on their march, and established a post of 
observation, called Fort Cooper, at the southeastern 
extreinity of a chain of lakes; leaving there a part 
of the force, with seventeen days* provisions, and re- 
serving only enough subsistence to carry the remain- 
der to Tampa Bay, where they arrived on the 5th of 
April, after a fatiguing and difficult march, making 
the road the whole distance.—The loss of the troops 
in the several rencontres was four killed and nine 
wounded. 

_ “The left wing, under General Eustis, after scour- 
ing the country between St. Augustine and Volusia, 
via Tomoca, commenced crossing the St. Johns at 
Volusia on the 22d of March, when it was attacked 
by the enemy, who was repelled at all points, and re- 
treated to his fastnesses, alter a loss on the part of the 
troops of three kiiled and nine wounded. One In- 
dian was found dead, and evidences of four others be- 
ing thrown into the river. On the 24th, a subaltern’s 
coinmand of mounted men fell in with a party of 
twelve or fifteen Indians and killed two. On the 25th, 
the left wing, consisting of four companies of United 
States Artillery, Col. Goodwyn’s mounted regiment, 
Col. Brisbane’s regiment of foot, and Elmon’s volun- 
teers, concentrated, and, on the 26ih, commenced the 
march for Pilaklikaha, by the upper crossing of the 
Ocklawaha, with 1400 men, and thirteen days’ ra- 
tions, leaving at Volusia two of Brisbane’s compa- 
nies. The route being difficult, the troops made only 
seven niles by the evening of the 27th, and were 
obliged to build bridges over the Ocklawaha, the 
Withlacoochie, and one intermediate stream. Onthe 
29th, after crossing the Ocklawaha, an Indian of note, 
Ayah Hajah, was killed by Col. Shelton, who was 
wounded. On the 30th the advance was attacked at 
Oakahumpkey swamp, and three men killed; the 
hammocks were scoured, and the Indians discovered, 
and driven into a swamp, inaccessible to the troops, 
one of whom was wounded. The enemy retreated 
whenever the troops approached to within 200 yards. 
On reaching Pilaklikaha the villages were found to 
have been abandoned perliaps for several weeks ; ¢. t- 
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tle and poneys were abundant in the neighborhood ; 


_ the houses and fences were burned by the troops. It 


being impossible to obtain provisions from Fort King, 
and the horses being too much exhausted to draw pro- 
visions from Volusia, and Gen. Scott having crossed 
the Withlacoochie south on the 28th, with the right 
wing, the left wing moved on the main road from 
Fort King to Tampa, where the horse of that wing 
arrived on the 5th of April, leaving the foot at a po- 


sition fifteen miles fgom that place. 


**The centre, under Col. gos consisting of 
from 1000 to 1200 men, organized at Fampa about the 
18th of March. \Large fires being diseovered in the 
direction of the Alafia, the battalion of Florida volun- 
teers was sent in that direction, where they surprised 
a party of Indians, killing three, and capturing six 
ace ay On the {5th the centre moved upon Hillsbo- 
rough, on the main road to Fort King, and on the 20th 
established a post called Fort Alabama, with a view 
of bringing supplies near the scene of hestilities in 
the direetion of the Withlacoochie, leaving there the 
Florida battalion under Major Read, the remainder 
of the troops marching back to Fort Brooke, (Tatopa) 
where a despatch was received from General Scott, 
giving the plan of the campaign, and requiring the 
centre to be at Chickuchatty by the 25th to co ope- 


rate. On the 22d the march was commenced, the | 


battalion at Fort Alabama was taken up, leaving at 
that post one company, and thirty sick. The route lay 
through a hilly country, abounding in hammocks. 
After passing Elochuto, the Indians, taking advan- 
tage of their covers, began to annoy the rear and 
flanks of the column; a flanker was killed, and 
another wounded, whilst passing a dense hammock. 
The hammock was scoured and the Indians driven 
out. During the night, at the encampment, parties of 
the troops were fired on by the Indians from a ham- 
mock contiguous to a pond which furnished water for 
the troops: the Indians were dispersed by a round of 
canister. On the 27th, the Indjans still continuing 
their annoying attacks, always firing from ambush, 
one of our men was killed, and two wounded. The 
column halted at noon, when an attack was made upon 
the rear, but upon a brisk return of the fire, the In- 
dians disappeared. 

*© On the 28th, when encamped at Fert Broadnax, 
fiear the Chickuchatty, the Indians commenced a fire 
on the horses, and the party guarding them. A de 
tachment was sent out, which drove the enemy with- 
out losa to the troops. On the 30th, provisions being 
scarce, two parties of mounted men were sent in pur- 
suit of cattle, covered by a force of two hundred and 
fifty men : they brought in a supply sufficient for four 
days. During that day the friendly Indians attached 
to the command killed a chief called Charley Fixico,a 
leader of about eighty-five men. That night the senti- 
nels were fired upon occasionally, and also on the 31st, 
but without injury. On the same day an attempt was 
made to procure more beef. Being sixty miles from 
the depot, with barely enough provisions to reach it, 
without any prespect of being able to keep the field, 
for the purpose of co operation, and having obtained 
no response to the signals made for eight days in suc- 
cession, Col. Linsday deemed it advisable to return 
to Tampa; where he arrived on the night of the 4th 
of April. Inthe interval between the departure fiom. 
and return to, Fort Alabama, that post was attacked 
by a force of between three and four hundred Indians, 
which resulted in a loss on the part of the troops, af- 
ter an action of two hours and twenty minutes, of 
one killed and two wounded ; the supposed loss of 
the enemy was fifteen killed. The enemy continued 
to lay around the work in considerable force, both day 
and night, until the return of the centre column. 

“The several columns which arrived at Tampa 
about the 5th of April, remained at that place until 
the 14th, for the purpose of recruiting the men and 
horses, which had become much exhausted from the 














heat of the weather, and the fatiguing and difficult 
marches. The army was here divided into five de- 
tachments. Col. Smith, with the Louisiana volun- 
teers, was detached to Charlotte harbor and up Pease 
creek, accompanied by a naval force, when, alter 
operating some days up the country, an i discovering- 
no Indians, he returned to Tampa, and thence to News 
Orleans, where the volunteers were discharged. 

« The Florida volunteers, under Major Read, wete 
sent to the :nouth of the Witllacoochie, to operate up 
that river. ‘The object of the expedition was not el- 
feeted, and the troops were ¢onveyed to St. Marks 
and Tallahassee, where they were discharged. 

«The right wing, ander Gen. Clinch, consisting of 
278 artillery, 43 dismounted dragoons, 202 infantry, 
139 Augusta volunteers, and 140 nounted men, march- 
ed for Fort Drane, via Fort Cooper, on the Withla- 
coochie, making short marches, in consequence of the 
heat of the weather, and the debilitated condition of 
the horses. On the 18th, (three miles from Fort Coo- 
per,) Gen. Clinch despatched two companies with - 
light wagons, with instructions to Major Cooper to 
join bim. ‘The detachment was fired upon trom a 
hammock, and one lieutenant and a private severely 
wounded. The enemy fled. Fort Cooper had been 
invested from the 5th to the 17th of Aprit, with a loss 
of one killed and five wounded: the torce of the en- 
emy estimated at 250. On the 22d one of the flank- 
ers was fired on from a hainmock, when prompt pur- 
snit was made, but without effect, the Indians retirin 
through a thick undergrowth. The troops reache 
Fort Drane on the 25th, the men and horses much ex- 
hausted by sickness and the*heat of the weather.— 
Another day’s march would have occasioned the aban- 
doning the train. Fifteen horses and mules died on 
the road, and eight were turned out that could not be 
got along by leading. ‘The term of service of the 
volunteers having expired, they returned to their 
homes. On the 20th the enemy made an attack on 
Fort Drane, but were repulsed by the garrison: they 
carried oif some negroes and horses. 

‘“« The left wing, accompanied by Gen. Scott, mov- 
ed, via Pilaklikaha and the upper erossing of the 
Ocklawaha, lor Volusia. On the night of the 22d of 
April, the eamp was fired upon by a party of six or 
eight Indians On the 24th a party of the enemy 
was met, but with no other resnit than the capture of 
their horses and packs, the enemy escaping into the 
hammocks. A body ot the left wing reached Volu- 
sia on the 25th, All the volunteers of the lett wing 
marched under Col. Goodwyn for St Augustine on 
the 28th, via Tomaka. The regulars were left to 
garrison Volusia and superintend the evacuation of 
the post, which had become very sickly. 

« The centre column, under Colonel Lindsay, mov- 
ed for the forks of the Withlacoochie. Passing over 
the Hillsborough a wagoner was killed by the Indians, 
and, on that night, the Alabama regiment was fired 
on, and a sentinel wounded. The remainder of the 
march was effected without annoyance from the ene- 
my. No signs of Indians were discovered on the 
Withlacoochie. Being encumbered with the sick, 
the troops returned to Fort Alabama. The wagon 
train was insufficient for the removal of the sick alone 
to Tampa, and the absorption of the post of Fort Al- 
abama was necessarily deferred until the army could 
return with its transportation from Tampa, relieved 
from the encumbrance of the sick. The march to 
Tampa was uninterrupted by the enemy ; and, after 
resting a day and a half, Col. Chisholm, with the Ala- 
bama regiment, and four companies of infantry and 
twenty artillery, returned to remove all the public 
wens and stores from Fort Alabama. The troops 
reached Fort Alabama, and, on their return march, 
were attacked about three o’clock in the afternoon of 
the 27th, as the advance guard was preparing to cross 
Tholonotosassa creek, the Indians firing from a 


| dense covert on the front and both flanks of the ce- 
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lumn. The fire was vigorously returned by the troops, 
and, after twelve or thirteen rounds from a field piece, 
Colonel Foster, at the head of the infantry, charged 
into the hammock, attacked, and drove the Indians, 
estimated at three hundred, and thus put an end tothe 
conflict which had been kept up for an hour, resuiting 
in a loss on the part of the troops, of five killed and 
twenty-four wounded. The troops reached Tampa 
the next day, and the volunteers returned to their 
homes ; the rainy season having set in, and the wea- 
ther so hot as to renler it impossible to keep the field 
without a great sacrifice of life. 

“ The strength of the enemy during the campaign 
is estimated by General Scott, not to exceed 1200 
fighting men; and he is of opinion that not more than 
500 had at any time, since the commencement of hos- 
tilities, been brought within the same ten miles 
square : and that in all his operations for thirty days, 
no party larger than 130 had been found; but that 
parties from 10 to 30 had been encountered almost 
every where. 

«* After the return of the troops from Tampa to their 
several positions, General Scott deemed it necessary 
in consequence of the extreme heat of the weather, 
and the sickness of the troops, to put them into sum- 
mer quarters, which was approved by the Secretary | 
of War, in a letter of the 5th of May, from the Ad- 
jutant General ; and thus closed the campaign. 

«© The Court. after a full consideration of the fore- 

ing facts, and the testimony from which they are 

rawn, comes to the following opinion : 

“The Court, after a careful review of the great | 
mass of testimony taken in the foregoing investiga- | 
tion, finds that Major General Scott was amply cloth- 
ed with authority to create the means of proscenting | 
the Seminole war toa successful issue ; but is of opin- 
ion that, at the time he was invested with the com 
mand, the season was too far advanced for him to col- 
lect, appoint, and put in motion his forces, until a day | 
too late to compass the object. It appears that after | 
using great diligence and energy, he was not ina con- 
dition to take the field, and enter the enemy’s strong 
holds, before tne 28th of March, and then without! 
sufficient means for transporting the necessary sup- | 
plies to enable him to remain there long enough to | 
seek out the scattered forces of the enemy. 

“The Court, therefore, ascribe the failure of the 
campaign to the want of time to operate. The in- 
salubrity of the climate after the middle of April._— 
The impervious swamps and hammocks that abound 
in the country occupied by the enemy, affording him 
cover and retreat at every step. An absence of all 
knowledge by the General, or any part of his forces, 
of the topography of the country, together with the 
difficulty of obtaining, in time, the means of trans. 
porting supplies tor the army. 

“ The Court is further of opinion, from the testimo- 
ny of many officers of rank and intelligence, who 
served in the campaign, that Major General Scott was 
zealous and indefatigable in the discharge of his du- 
ties ; and that his plan of campaign was well devised, 
and prosecuted with energy, steadiness and ability.” 


2d. Opinion of the Court in reference to the delay in 
opening and prosecuting the campaign in Georgia 
and Alabama, against the hostile Creek Indians, in 
1836. 





“ The Court finds, from a careful review of the |P 


testimony, the following facts. That, under instruc- 
tions from the War Department of the 16th May, 
Gen. Scott arrived at Augusta from Florida on the 
25th May, on his way to take the direction of the 
Creek campaign, having, previously to leaving Flori- 
da, ordered essential stores from Picolata, St. Augus- 
tine, Charleston and Savannah, to Hawkinsville, on 
the Ockmulgee, within seventy-five miles of Fort 
Mitchell ; and had also ordered 250,000 complete ra- 
tions from New Orleans to the highest navigable point | 











on the Chatahoochie ; that he despatched ten wagons 
with subsistence from Augusta on the 28th May for 
Columbus, and appointed an agent and sent him to 
Hawkinsville, to hasten.on ge and purchase sub- 
sistence; that he proceeded himself to Columbus, 
where he arrived on the 30th May, and directed the 
Georgia volunteers, already assembled there, about 
1500, to be mustered into service, and distributed over 
a line of 40 miles on the river above and below Co- 
lumbus, to prevent the escape of the Indians towards 
Florida, and also the employment of two armed steam- 
ers cruising up and down the river for the same pur- 
ose. 

ar That on the first of June he ordered Gen. Jesup 
to Montgomery, to take oommand of the Alabama 
troops, and to operate up the country from a point 
below Irwinton. That he was engaged in organizing 
the Georgia Militia, and collecting supplies and arms 
up to the 23d June. That on the 12th of June there 
had arrived at Columbus 3.300 Georgia volunteers, 
but not more than one third was armed. That Gen. 
Moore arrived at Irwinton about the 14th of June, 
with 753 mounted Alabamians, with a view of com- 
mencing operations forthwith; but that he was in- 
structed by Gen. Scott to await his arrival in that 
quarter. That Gen. Jesup, unexpectedly to General 
Scott, arrived about the 17th June in the neighbor- 
hood of Fort Mitchell, with the Alabama forces from 
Tuskegee, calling on Gen. Scott for supplies which 
had not then arrived from New Orleans. Thaton the 
night of the 20th June, 1000 muskets arrived, and 
were distributed to the Georgia volunteers on the 21st 
June, who were immediately ordered to the mouth of 
Cow-ag-gee creek on the Chattahoochie, below the 
enemy. That companies of the regular troops com- 
menced arriving on the 14th and to the 20th, when 
two battalions were marched down the river. The 
first detachment of marines arrived on the 23d, and 
marehed immediately below ; the last detachment of 
marines arrived some days after. 

** That General Scott left Columbns on the 28d, to 
commence operations below, and was actively en- 
gaged from that time until the 6th July, when he was 
recalled from his command by the instructions of the 
President of the 28th June, and that he turned over 
the command to Gen. Jesup on the 8th July. 

“The Court, after a full consideration of the fore- 
going facts, and of the tesmony froin which they are 
drawn, comes to the following opinion: 

“Upon a careful examination of the abundant tes- 
timony taken in the foregoing case, the Court is of 
opinion that no delay, which it was practicable to 
have avoided, was made by Major General Scott, in 
opening the campaign against the Creek Indians.— 
On the contrary, it appears that he took the earliest 
measures to provide arms, munitions, and provisions 
for his forces, who were found almost wholly desti- 
tute ; and as soon as arms could be put into the hands 
of the volunteers, they were, in succession, detached 
and placed in positions to prevent the enemy from re- 
tiring upon Florida, and whenever they could move 
against the main body of the enemy as soon as 
equipped for offensive operations. 

« From the testimony of the Governor of Georgia, 





of Major General Sanford, commander of the Geor- 


gia volunteers, and many other witnesses of high rank 
and standing, who were acquainted with the topogra- 
hy of the country, and the position and strength of 
the enemy, the Court is of opinion that the plan of 
campaign, adopted by Major General Scott, was well 
calculated to lead to successful results, and that it 
was prosecuted by him, as far as practicable, with 
zeal and ability, until recalled from command. 


|3d. Opinion of the Court in reference to the failure of 


the campaign in Florida, conducted by Major General 
Gaines, in 1836. his 
“ The Court took up the testimony in yeféretiée to 
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the campaign in Florida under Major General Gaines, | that, however important tothe chivalry and reputation 
and, after a careful examination, find that Majorjof the troops, no sally was made to test the result of 
General Gaines, on receiving, at Mobile, about the|such a movement, which it is possible might have 
17th of January, 1836, information of the massacre, issued in the defeat and subjection of the enemy, and 
of Mejor Dade and his command by the Seminole | have brought the warto a close. Butthe court, how- 
Indians in Florida, repaired with promptness to the ever, judging fiom subsequent events in prosecuting 
city of New Orleans, where he, with great zeal, or-|the war under the other co:mmanders, and the indom- 


ganized a force of regular and volunteer troops, 
amounting to about 1100 men, and proceeded without 
delay to Tampa Bay, where he arrived about the 
10th of February, and after making preparations for 
the field, marched on the Fort King road on the 
13th, and reached Dade’s battle ground on the 29th, 
where he buried the meritorious Jead with the honors 
of war. He then proceeded for Fort King, where 
he arrived on the 22d. After drawing nine or ten 
days’ supply of subsistence from Fort Drane, and 
receiving a small supply of ammunition, he marched 
on the Withlacoochie, where he arrived on the 27th, 
and encountered the same day the enemy across the 
river, in a sharp conflict of half an hour, when the 
troops withdrew for the night, after a loss of one 
killed and six wounded. On the morning of the 28th 
the pepe marched down the river to a point two 
and a half miles below, where it was understood the 
crossing was practicable. Here the advance of the 
army was fired upon from across the river, and an 
action ensued which continued until twelve or one 
o’clock, in which Lieutenant Izard was mortally 


itable spirit of hostility evinced by the enemy, is of 
opinion, that had a sortie been made by Major General 
Gaines, though he might. have been able to beat and 
drive the enemy into the surrounding hammocks and 
swainps, they would have eluded pursuit, and retired 
to their more remote fastnesses. But, if such had 
been the result of a sortie, Major General Gaines had 
not the means of subsistence to have enabled him to 
remain long enough in or about the Cove of the With- 
lacoochie to seek out the enemy, and press the war to 
a suecessful conclusion. Still the Court, without im- 
pugning the motives that influenced Major General 
Gaines, is of opinion that a sortie, under all the cir- 
‘cumstances of the case, should have been made. 

«<The Court, therefore, in taking a full and impar- 
tial view of all the circumstances appertaining to the 
operations of Major General Gaines at Camp Izard, 
‘is of opinion that the failure of the campaign should 
‘rather be attributed to the want of the means of sub- 
sistence to prosecute the war, than to the contingent 
result of a sortie. 

«The attention of the Court was next called to a 





wounded. The army here encamped that afternoon,| consideration of the publication of Major General 
and ap express was despatched Major. General | Gaines’ official report of the 4th July, 1836, to the 
Gaines to General Clinch, or the officer commanding | Adjutant General, in the public prints’ The fact of 
at Fort Drane ; the troops in the meantime throwing|its publication in the New Orleans Bulletin of the 
up a slight breastwork of logs On the morning of 27th of September, is admitted by Major General 
the 29th, at nine ur ten o’clock, the enemy, in force;Gaines (as will-appear in the proceedings of the 





estimated at about 1,000 or 1,500 men, made an attack 
on three sides of the fortified camp, which was con- 
tinued for two hours, when he withdrew, leaving one 
of his dead on the field. On this day another de- 
spatch was sent by Major General Gaines to Fort 
rane. From the 2d of March to the 5th, the enemy 
made more or less spirited attacks upon tie camp; 
in which several conflicts the loss on the part of our 
troops amounted to some three killed and about forty 
wounded. i 
“On the night of the 5th March, a proposition was 
made from the woods, by the enemy, for peace. 
On next day, a strong party of Indians appeared 
within five hundred or six hundred yards of the 
camp ; a few of whom advanced with a flag to within 
one hundred and fifty to two hundred yards, and 
Adjutant Barron, of the volunteers, was sent out to 
confer with them, when they informed him they did 
not wish to fight any more, but wanted General 
Gaines to go away; upon which information, General 
Gaines sent out Captain Hitchcock, who was accom- 
panied by two or three officers to hold a further con- 
ference with them. The Indians repeated to him 
their proposition for peace, and stated they had lost a 
pet many of their men. Before the conference was 
nally closed, the advance of the troops under Gene- 
ral Clinch came up, and commenced a fire upon the 
Indians standing in the rear, when they and the chiefs 
in council fled, and covered themselves in the ham- 


| Court) authorized by him, and without any authority 
\but his own action. The Court is not aware that 
its publication in the public journals as late as the 
29th September, is in violation of any rule or regu- 
lation of the service; but is of opinion that all pub- 
lications in the public prints, tending to excite public 
opinion, or to produce recriminations between offi- 
cers, are prejudicial to the interests of the public ser- 
vice, and injurious to the discipline of the army. 
The publication of the official report of Major Gene- 
ral Gaines after the 4th of July to the Adjutant 
General, is considered by the Court as falling under 
publications of this description by its personal allu- 
sions. 

«The Court cannot close its proceedings without 
adverting to the strain of invective and vituperation 
used by Major General Gaines, in the language, 
generally, of his summary of the evidence touching 
the operations of his Seminole campaign, particularly- 
the part of it couched in the following terms: ‘ The 
atrocious machinations of the second United States 
general officer, who has ever dared to aid and assist 
the open enemy of the republic in their operations 
against the United States forces employed in the pro- 
tection of the frontier people. The first great offender 
was Major Gen. Benedict Arnold ; the second, as your 
finding must show, is Major General Winfield Scott,’ 
—assertions, without facts or circumstances to sus- 
tain them, and unbecoming his (Major Gen. Gaines’) 


mocks, and were no more heard of up to the 10th of! high rank and station remarks and assertions whieh 


March, when the army, (the command of which had 
been turned over by General Gaines to General Clinch 
the day preceding) fell back upon Fort Drane, where 
it arrived on the 11th. 

» “ The Court, after carefully reviewing and collat- 
ing the testimony of Captains Hitchcock and Me- 
Call, Colonel Twiggs, Get:eral Smith, and others, in 
reference to the operations and peculiar situation of 


the army at Camp I[zard, finds it difficult to come to’ 


the Court condemns in the most decided terms of re- 
prehension. 

«<The Court, in continuation, feels itself compelled 
to notice the censure in the official letters of Major 
General Scott (spread upon the records of these pro- 
ceedings) cast upon Major General Gaines, in refer- 
ence to his operations in Florida, and in a tone of 
language that could not be otherwise than offensive 





ito the latter general ; and in terms, the Court is of 


a conclusion as-to the real causes of the failure of the! opinion, not called for under the circumstances of the 
campaign. It appears, although the army was sur-. case, and ought not to have been indulged in.” 


rounded and repeatedly assailed by the enemy, in its 


fortified position, from the 29th February to the 5th 
of March, and straitened in the means of subsistence,’ 


- ee 


4th. Opinion of the Court in reference to un authorized 
reports and publications of officers of the Army. 
‘“‘ The Court took into consideration a communica- 
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tion from Captain Hitchcock of the 11th of March, 
1836, to the Hon. Mr. Lyon. of Alabama, published 
in the Globe of the 2d of April, 1836, detailing the ope- 
rations of Major Gen. Gaines in his campaign against 
the Seminole Indians in Florida, in 1836, and finds 


that its publicity was made with the approbation of 


Major General Gaines, and does not violate any regu- 
lation or rule of service ; that it appears to be a narra- 
tive of facts assumed by the writer, without any com- 
ments or reflections injurious to the public service ; 
and the Court cannot, therefore. see that there is any 
necessity for further investigation into the subject. 

“ The Judge Advocate laid before the Court a num- 
ber of the Globe of the 8th of April, 1836, containing 
a publication purporting to be from the pen of Major 
General Jesup, commenting on the letter of Captain 
Hitcheock of the 11th of March ; also a letter of the 
2d of June, addressed by Captain Hitchcock to the 
editors of ‘The Globe,’ and published in that paper 
of the 4th of June, in reply to the publication having 
the signature of Major General Jesup. In viewing 
the contents of the letter of Captain Hitchcock of the 
2d of June, it purports to be a justification of the pre- 
mises enpudion in his letter to Mr. Lyon of the Lith 
of Mareh, and contains nothing contrary to the regu- 
lations of the army. 

**The Court was called to consider a publication 
mide by Captain McCall, addressed to the editor of 
the New Orleans Bulletin, under date of the 18th of 
May, 1836, and published in the Army and Navy 
Chronicle of the 11th of August, 1836; also a post- 
script or notes to said letter, published in the Army 
and Navy Chronicle of the 29th of September, 1836. 
The purport of the letter and the postscript is a detail 
or narrative of the campaign of Major General Gaines 
against the Seminole Indians in Florida, in 1836. But 
as the publications were made more than a month 
after the war was closed, the Army Regulations were 
not violated thereby.” 


The proceedings and opinions in the foregoing 
cases have been submitted to the President, and are 


al «5 
he Court of Inquiry is dissolved. 


J.R. POINSETT, 
Secretary of War. 
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From the Boston Allas. 
PRESENTATION OF PLATE TO COMMO- 
DORE ELLIOTT BY HIS CREW. 


It was once a proud distinction to an officer to re- 
ceive a sword, or medal, or service of plate, as an ho- 


norary reward—for formerly it was the reward of 


merit, and being bestowed by honor-giving hands, 
conferred high honor upon the subject. But in the 
present case it isa pitiful mockery. and smacks more 
of avaricious baseness on the one part, and of servile 
adulation on the other. 

It is but of late years we lave heard of presents be- 
ing made by the crews of our national ships to their 
officers, whilst still under their command; and this 
unmilitary, and as it appears to us, mercenary abuse 
should be visited with the severest reprobation ; since 
we think it fraught with the most pernicious effects 
to the character and prestige of our naval service, to 
the discipline and efliciency of our ships, and to the 
integrity of the officers. It is almost open bribery ; 
a kind apes oblation, made by a powerless 
number of men, to the good or evil genius who is for 
a time still to reign over them with most absolute do- 
minion. 

With the exception of life and death, a comman- 
der’s gery over his crew is despotic ; they are ab- 
solutely at his mercy ; he is restrained by no direct 
responsibility in his conduct towards his crew, and 
whatever his caprice or his cruelty may dictate, the 


‘and I was standing ‘long side of him. 
| fine tho’—How.-that would set off the old barky’s 


pe 


sufierers have no appeal while under his command. 
They can scarcely be called free agents, but merely 
slaves without the name; and, as we intend to show, 
are generally prompted to such acts of humbling ser- 
vility, by some creature or ‘ toady” of the com- 
mander, As well might plantation slaves refuse pay- 
ing some mark of homage to their master when 
prompted so to do by their drivers—perhaps at the 
master’s own suggestion—as a ship’s crew when 
ae prompted by soime of their commander's fa- 
miliars. 

Now as it is the pernicious principle involved in 
these gilts to commanders that we wish to attack, 
and caring nothing about Commodore Elliott’s plate, 
his crew, or himself, except as they illustrate this 
principle—we will suppose a case, to show in what 
manner these presents are obtained from a ship’s 
crew; and confident in our knowledge of this modus 
operandi, we challenge any one conversant with na- 
val matters to deny the facts, or to show our state- 
ments unfounded. 

One of our national ships is in a foreign port. Her 
commander being ashore, sees a magnificent vase for 
sale in a Jeweller’s shop. It particularly takes his 
fancy—he inspects it with a longing eye—considers 
how greatly it wouid add to the splendor of his side- 
board—how it would delight bis wife, and be the en- 
vy of hisacquainta: ces at home. He wants it hugely 
—but alas! its price is $900, and he is already in 
debt on the purser’s books! What’s to be done? 
When a vessel cannot sail direct to her port against 
the wind, a well worked traverse will often fetch up 
with it. Hold your luff, Commodore, we'll round 
the bows of that useful instrument, your very in- 
telligent coxswain? He is a man of weight and in- 
fluence among your crew! he is a ‘ ship’s lawyer,” 
and may unravel this knotty yarn to your satisfae- 
tion. The coxswain has taken the hint—he is on 
the forecastle with a group of the leading men around 
him—he fires a few blank cartridges to try their me- 
tal—all’s well—slap goes his full broadside, round 
shot, grape, and canister— “ What say you my lads? 
come let’s put in for it—only a couple of dollars or so 
—that’s nothing—and make the old skipper a present 
of it—shan‘t lose any thing by it in the long run, you 
know—for says he to me, Brown, says he, I mean to 
do a great deal for the men, if they only try to please 
me—they are all fine fellows, says he, and that’s a 
fact. That's when he was looking at that shiner— 
Mass ! but itis 


cabin, says he—so it would, says 1—but says he, 
can’tafiord it, Brown, can’t afford it—I’m poorer than 
any man on board the ship. That’s what the old skip- 
per said—now I’ve a mind boys we put in‘for it and 
make him a present of it—he’ll.take it, 1 know—then, 
shipmates, look out for good times for the rest of the 
cruize.” 


If on shore masses of men are easily moved in any 
direction by certain adroit et aa on board 
ship a crew of unreflecting, simple-minded sailors 
are still more easily impelled. Any novelty is popu- 
lar, and impulses that affect a large number of the 








crew, soon affect the whole universally. In the above 
case self-interest acts as a strong motive, for they 
hope by such means to obtain favors and indulgences ; 
their vanity is also flattered in being allowed to be- 
come donors to their commander, and in seeing him 
the humble recipient of their bounty. The money 
they do not regard, and the principle they neither 
understand or care about. But suppose they are not 
unanimous—suppose there are one or two recusants 
among the erew—some Jack Thompson or Bill Smith 
who is gifted with alittle more brain than the others 
of his shipmates—and does not understand, altogether, 
the why and the wherefore of bestowing such a pre- 
sent upon a commander who has done nothing but 
his duty towards the crew—flogging them when the 

deserved it—and sometimes when, in the said Sock 
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Thompson's opinion, they did not deserve it. “He 
refuses to subscribe his quota for the plate. Whatis 
the consequende? Why the officious coxswain con- 
trives to let the Commodore know of Jack’s reeusan- 
cy, and iroin that day he is a marked wan. One of 
tue prerogatives of a commander is power over the 
rank and pay of hissailors. The rate of every ship- 
ped man is at his disposal. He creates or breaks his 
petty officers—increases or reduces the pay of his 
sailors, by his power over their rate—at his own will 
or pleasure. Suppose Jack Thoinpson was a petty 
officer—an opportunity is soon found to disrate him— 
he is flogged at the gangway—and turned into the 
afterguard, and ever after damned as being ‘a dis- 
grace to my ship.” 

This is not an exaggerated view of the subject, and 
it might with perfect justice be more strongly illus- 
trated. A commander so mean and avaricious as to 

accept such a present from such a source, and under 
such degrading circumstances, would not hesitate to 
persecute a helpless individual, who dared be bold 
enough to refuse this act of servile homage. Besides, 
as his own principles could not be of the inost elevat- 
ed order, he could scarcely give a sailor credit for 
acting from better motives than instigated his own 
conduct; but would place his refusal to disaffection, 
surliness or avarice. . 

We can conceive of no circumstances under which 
® commander could accept, with propriety, of a pre- 
sent from his crew—if that crew were still to remain 
under his command. And there are but a very few 
eases, and those of a marked description, that would 
entitle him to accept a present after the discharge of 
the crew, or the cessation of his comimand—such, for 
instance, as having led them to a brilliant vietory, 
and during the action had shown extraordinary per- 
sonal gallantry. Orif he had extricated his vessel 
froin a perilous situation by most consummate pro- 

fessional ability. Or if during the cruize some dread- 
ful epidemic had prevailed on board, and he had re- 
signed his cabin to the sick, that they might be more 
comfortable—or indeed had done any uncommon ac- 
tion, that had greatly benefitted the sailors, and re 
flected honor upon himself and the service—then up- 
on their parting with him they might offer some token 
of their esteem, which he might with decent pro- 
priety accept. But not until he no longer commanded 
em. 

A present made under such circumstances as that 
to Com Elliott, we suspect was never attempted in 
any other navy than our own. The Nelsous and the 
Exmouths of the British navy never received such 
an unlooked-for compliment, and had it been offered 
them by their crews, would have better known their 
duty to their service, and respect for their rank, than 
to have sanctioned so unmilitary and pernicious an 
innovation. 

This species of bribery should be equally interdict- 
ed with that of receiving presents from foreign 
Courts—which ce hry ag by the constitution. If 
the custom is suffered to prevail in the navy, there 
will be an end to all discipline and subordination, and 
the efficiency of our ships destroyed. Discipline, to 
be effective, should be inflexible and even rigorous ; 
requiring absolute control on the part of the com- 
mander, and unquestioning submission on that of 
the men. The reins of government ate never relax- 
ed, without some ill consequence to the efficiency ot 
the ship of war. But if commanders as to receive 
such bribes from their crews, it is to be feared that 
instead of sternly adhering to the line of their duties, 
they will oftener be seeking to propitiate ; and in- 
stead of enforcing,‘ will descend to persuade. Nay, 
finally, it will be deemed even disreputable not to have 
had sueh a present made them by their crew. The 
crews will keep it hung in terrorem over their com- 
manders’ heads—and we can only guess at the sacri- 
fices that will be made to secure it. 


Such a delightful state of things would be suffi- 





ciently democratic to satisly even the most rabid le- 
co-loco—and our gallant Navy would become an 
‘‘unreal mockery,”—‘a horrible shacow”’—a jest 
and a bye-word. ” 


OFFICIAL. 


Extracts from letters received from Lieut. Wm. 
E. McKenney, commander of U. 8. brig Dolphin. 


U 8. Brig DotpnHin, 
Rro Nunez, Dec. 27, 1836. 


Sir: I had the honor to report to the department 
from Madeira, my arrival at that place upon the 18th 
Noveinber. Having filled. up with provisions and 
water, I sailed thence on the 25th for the river Gam- 
bia, where I arrived on the 9th instant, and anchored 
off the town of Bathurst, at the mouth of the river. 

After the usual salute, I waited upon his Excellen- 
cy Governor Randall, whom I found not only dis- 
posed, but anxious, to give ine every information res- 
peeting the American commerce at that place. 

There were no American vessels there at the time, 
but he informed me that fifteen or sixteen traded there 
yearly, and that they were admitted on the same foot- 
ing as British vessels: namely, subject to a duty of 
three pe: cent upon all goods, indiscriminately. He 
was anxious to see then there, and would give them, 
as he always had, every encouragement. 

Having found our affairs in so favorable a state, I 
left there on the 12th for Bissao. 

At the mouth of the Gambia boarded the American 
brig Elizabeth, bound in. ; 

I arrived at Bissao on the 15th, the American ship 
Transit, of Bath, Maine, in company, and found there 
the brig May Daere, of Salem. 

From Mr. Potter, her owner, I learned that the 
principal difficulties existed at the Rio Nunez, and 
that at Bassao our trade was on the same footing as at 
Bathurst. : 

The day previous a new Governor had arrived from 
Lisbon, upon whom I waited, and was assured by 
him that onr traders might depend upon his protec- 
tion, and that the same commercial facilities should 
be extended to American vessels equally with those 
of his own nation. . : 

The object of my visit accomplished, I left Bissao 
on the 18th for the Rio Nunez, the brig May Dacre 
in company. ; 

The navigation from Bissao to this place is very 
intricate, and dangerous in the extrerne—the passage 
being narrow, filled with rocks and shoals, and the 
current setting in every direction. I had no chart of 
the coast about the mouth of the river, it being very 
imperfectly known, and was compelled to trust alto- 
gether to a native pilot. On entering the river, he 
ran the brig on shore, but I succeeded in getting her 
off in a very short time, and, so far as I am able to per- 
ceive, without any material injury. 

On the 22d, I anchored at the mouth of this river, 
and as the brig drew too much water to allow my pro- 
ceeding up to the settlements, I issued to Lieut. Og- 
den a letter of instructions, and he departed immedi- 
ately in company with the May Dacre. 

On the 26th Lient. Ogden returned, having accom- 
plished all that could be wished for. 

It will be perceived that I have not been actuated 
by any motives other than the protection of our citi- 
zens in their lawful commerce; and from the repre- 
sentations made me of the character of the King, I 
deemed it necessary to take such a stand as that he 
would be convinced that our Government was re- 
solved to protect their vessels trading there, and to 
prevent thein from impositions heretofore practised 
upon them. : 

The trade upon the coast, from the rivers Gambia 
to Nunez, is very valuable, and there are at least 
thirty vessels regularly trading at and between these 
places ; yet such is the treachery of the native chiefs, 





that to the full protection of our commerce it would 
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be necessary that some vessel of war should visit 
these places during the trading season, which is fromm 
November to April. 

I shall leave this place immediately, and shall pro- 
ceed to execute the remaining instructions of the de- 
partinent, 

Owing to the light winds which prevail upon this 
coast at this season of the year, I shall not be able 
to leave for the coast of Brazil before the middie of 
February, and shall consequently be compelled to put 
into Sierra Leone for provisions—that being the only 
ee where there is any probability of procuring 
thein. 

It affords me great pleasure to state, the officers and 
crew are in good health. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. E. McKENNEY, Lt. Com. 
Hon. the Secretary or THE Navy, 
Washington city, D. C. 


U.S. Brig Dotpurn, ; 
Srerra Leong, Jan. 4, 1837. 

Str: My last letter to the Department was dated 
“Rio Nunez, December 27, 1836,” and contained a 
report of iny proceedings up to that time. 

I sailed thence the day tollowing—arrived here on 
the Ist inst.—filled up with water and provisions, 
and shall leave this place to-morrow for Cape Mesu- 
rado, Bassa Cove, and Cape Palmas, to execute the 
further instructions of the Department. 

I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
WM. E. McKENNEY, Lt. Com. 
Hon. the SecreTary oF THE Navy, 
Washington city, D.C. 





From the Globe, March 28. 
TREATY WITH THE SEMINOLES. 

An official report bas been received from G~ieral 
Jesup, dated Fort Dade, March 6, 1837, in which he 
states that he had on that day entered into a conven- 
tion with the Seminole Indians by their second, third, 
and fourth chiefs, representing the principal chief 
Micanopy and the nation, for the suspension of hos- 
tilities, and the immediate removal of the whole na- 
tion west of the Mississippi By the accompanying 
articles of capitulation, it will be seen that he has 
granted to the Indians the most liberal terms. This 
he considered the dictate of policy, as wellas of sound 
economy. To have attempted the execution of se- 
vere terms, might, in his opinion, have led to a re- 
newal of hostilities, by which millions might have 
been expended, and many valuable lives lost, by ex- 
posure to the climate as well as to the arms of the 
enemy. He states. that as the Indians respect noth- 
ing but foree, he shall be compelicd to retain the 
troops in readiness for actual service, until a consi- 
derable portion of them, at least, take their departure 
for the West, which he hopes will have been done 
before the first of May. He also states that the wa- 
gon trains were in a great measure broken down; in 
consequence of Which, he ordered a hundred mules 
from New Orleans; and the horses of the mounted 
men being rendered, by the severe service they have 
performed, entirely unfit for service, and mounted 
men being absolutely necessary to pursue the scatter- 
ed bands of Indians, should any of them deterinine 
not ts come in, he ordered an officer to Savannah to 

urchase four hundred horses, on which he will mount 
he dragoons, and a portion of the other regular troops, 
and will thus be able to compel a full execution of 
the treaty; his depots being so arranged that he can 
operate, without, at any time, being more than from 
thirty to forty miles without supplies. 


CAPITULATION 
of the Seminole nation of Indians and their allies, by 


a 
| Jumper, Holatoochee, or Davy, and Yaholoochee, re- 
; presenting the principal chief, Micanopy, and fully 
jempowered by him, entered into with Maj. Gen. 
| Thomas S. Jesup, commaniing the United States for- 
| ces in Florida, this sixth day of March, one thousand 
‘eight hundred and thirty-seven: 

ARTICLE 1.—The chiefs above named, in behalf of 
themselves and the nation, agree that hostilities shall 
cease immediately, and shali not be resumed. 

ArticLe 2.—They agree and bind themselves that 
the entire nation shall immediately emigrate to the 
country assigned them by the President of the U. 
States, west of the Mississippi. 

ARTICLE 3.—Until they emigrate, they will place 
in the possession of the General commanding the 
troops, hostages for the faithful performance of their 
engagements. 

-ArTicLEe 4.—The Indians shall immediately with- 
draw to the south of the Hillsborough. Those found 
north of that river, and a line drawn from Fort Fos- 
ter due east from it to the ocean, without permission 
of the General commanding, after the Ist of April, 
will be considered hostile. 

ArticLe 5.—Major General Jesup, in behalf of 
the United States, agrees that the Seminoles, and their 
allies who come in and emigrate to the West, shall be 
secure in their lives and property ; that their negroes, 
their bona fide property, shall accompany them to the 
West, and that their cattle and poneys shall be paid 
for by the United States at a fair valuation. 

ARTICLE 6.—That the expenses of the movement 
West shall be paid by the United States. 

ARTicLe 7.—That the chiefs, warriors, and their 
families and negroes, shall be subsisted from the time 
they assemble in camp, near Tampa Bay, until they 
arrive at their homes, west of the Mississippi, and 
twelve months thereafter, at the expense of the Unit- 
ed States. 

ArticLe 8.—The chiefs and warriors, with their 
families, will assemble in the camp to be designated 
by the commanding general, as soon as they can ; and 
at all events by the 10th of April. Yaholooche will 
come in at once with his people, and the other towns 
will follow as fast as possible. 

ArticLe 9 —Transports will be ready to take the 
{nd.ans with their negroes oif to their western hoines. 

ArTicLe 10.—Micanopy will be one of the hosta- 
ges. He is to visit the commanding general, and will 
remain near him until his people are ready to move, 

ARTICLE 11.—All the advantages secured to the 
Indians by the treaty of Payne’s Landing, and not 
enumerated in the preceding articles, are hereby re- 
cognised and are secured to them. 

Signed at Camp Dade, this sixth day of March, one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

THOMAS 8. JESUP, Maj. General, 
Commanding Army of the South, 

HOLATOOCHIE, 4K or DAVY, 

HOETHLU-MA-TU, >, 

JUMPER, Kh. 

YAHOLOOCHEE, * or CLOUD. 





JOHN CA-WY-YA, %. 

COTSU-TUSTU NUCHKEE, x. 
Representing 

HAL PATAH HAJO. 


Capt. Harris, of the Marine Corps, who, we un- 
derstand, is spoken of by Gen. Jesup as a highly de- 
serving and meritorious officer, and who was the 
bearer of the above report, was obliged to go round 
to New York, which prevented the receipt of the re- 
port at so early a period as was anticipated. 





Commander Mayo, appointed to the command of 
the U.S. sloop of war Fairfield, fitting out at the 
Navy Yard, Gosport, arrived at Norfolk on Saturday 
the 18th ult.,in the steamboat Kentucky, from Balti. 
more. The Fairfield will proceed to the Brazil sta. 
tion in a short time, 
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WASHINGTON CITY; 
THURSDAY, .......... . APRIL 6, 1837. 





§G- Owing to circumstances, which it 18 unneces- 
sary here to recapitulate, the publication of this paper 
has been delayed for several months past, and its 
utility as a vehicle of information thereby much les- 
sened. In compliance with the wish of many sub- 


scribers, we have agreed to pretermit for the present | 


the numbers for the month of March, and commence 
with these for April. ‘The deficient numbers will be 
made up before the close of the volume. 

We cannot too earnestly urge upon all subscribers 
the necessity of an early remittance of the sums due 
by each, which, though separately small, are large in 
the aggregate. 





We must throw ourselves on the indulgence of our 
numerous correspondents, whose letters remain un- 
answered, simply for want of time to perform the re- 
quisite manual labor. ; 

Briareus, with his hundred hands, and Argus, with 
his hundred eyes, and a Centaur, with two pair of | 
legs, might accomplish more than a poor mortal of | 
modern times, with only the ordinary number of each. | 

Those who complain of irregutarity in the receipt 
of their paper, will find an attempt at explanation of | 
the cause in the preceding article. If it were proper | 
to do so, we could enumerate instances of individual 
neglect, which would create surprise in the minds of 
every one, 





We are requested by General Macomb to state that 
Captain Samuel Cooper, of the 4th regiment of Artil- 
lery, is the author of the « System of Tactics and Re- 
gulations for the Militia.” 

General Macomb deems it proper that this statement 
should be made, because the authorship of that work 
has been attributed to him in several of the news- | 
papers. General Macomb having long seen the want 
of a system to regulate the militia, had it for some | 
time in contemplation to prepare one, but believing 
Captain Cooper, who was his aide de camp, exceed- 
ingly well qualified, both by practical and scientific 
acquirements to prepare the work, urged on him the 
task, which he has performed, as it is seen,with great 
ability. Generat Macomb took great interest in the 
progress of the work, consulted with and offered sug- 
gestions to Capt. Cooper, as to the plan of proceed- 
ings ; and it being so far produced under his sanction 
and name, as shown in the title page of the book, 
has led, together with the publications above alluded 
to, to the impression that he was the author. 








Col. D. E. Twiggs, of the the second regiment of 
dragoons, left Washington a few days since, for Fort 
Jesup (via New Orleans,) where he will establish his 
head quarters. Captain L. J. Beall will also leave 
Washington shortly for the same destination. 

The companies of this regiment, as fast as they are 
filled up with recruits, will proceed to Fort Jesup to 
be organized ; and those now on duty in Florida will 


be relieved as soon as their services can be dispensed 
with there. 





Tue Sovtprer’s Boox.—We would eall the at- 
tention of commanding officers of companies and 
_ posts, as well at sutlers, to Order No. 11, (see army 


|head,) which reqnires that every soldier should be 


' furnished with a copy of this book by the sutler. The 


Inspectors General are directed to report the names 





(of sutlers who may fail to have these books on hand, 
‘and also the companies that may be without them. 
| The following is an extract froin the Army Regula- 
tions: 


Art. IX—par. 41—Tke foldier’s Book. 

| ** The object of this hook is to record the military his- 
| tory of its possessor ; 10 keep him informed of the state 
| of his accounts with the Government ; to make him ac- 
| quainted with the allowances of pay and clothing au- 

thorized to be made to him according to bis station; to 
| put him in possession of the means of establishing his 
‘claim to any benefit to which he may be entitled under 
| the laws and regulations granting pensions for wounds 
/and disabilities, allowances and gratuities for long and 
i faithful services, or in ease of being discharged ; and 
‘finally, to register all distinguished acts of bravery, and 
' good conduct in performance of his duty, as well as to 
serve as an honorable memorial of his character and 
standing as a soldier. This bock is to be furnished by 
the sutler, and paid for by the soldier.”’ 


The Soldier's Book may be obtained at wholesale, 
of the following persons: 

Samuel Colman, Publisher, Boston. 

Suydam, Jackson, & Co., New York. 

R. P. Desilver, Philadelphia. 

Cushing and Sons, Baltimore. 

B. Homans, Washington. 





Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
“Fort Jesup, La., 17th Feb., 1837. 
«TI wrote to you about the middle of December, in- 
forming you that the 6th infantry had gone to Florida. 
Since then, Major Riley, with the three companies of 
the 6th which were at the Caddo station, have been 


,as far as New Orleans and returned, and are now at 
|Camp Sabine. The Caddo station has been aban- 


doned, and the six companies of the 3d are now all at 


| this post. We look for the main body of the 6th every 
day.” 








“U.S. Frigate Unitenp Strates, 
Smyrna, Jan. 25, 1837. 

«“E send you a complete list of the officers now-on 
board. We are quite well, considering the inclement 
season. The weather is uncommonly severe, the. 
snow covering all the neighboring hills... We have 
lost only one man, since we left the United States. 

* During this winter, this ship has visited Malta, 
Athens, Syra, and this place ; and we expect to be in 
Mahon in March. So far our cruising has been con- 
fined to the Levant. During the summer, we visited. 


Syria, Palestine, and Egypt. and most of our officers. 
went to Balbee and Jerusalem. 


List of Officers on board the U. 8S. frigate United 
States. 


Jesse Witxinson, Esq., Cuptain. Lieutenants, 





Z. F. Johnston, J. A. Davis, W. D. Porter, B. J. 
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Totten, C.G. Hunter. Surgeon, G. R. B. Horner. 
Passed Assistant Surgeons, 8. Barrington, J. B. El- 
liot. Purser,D. Walker. Chaplain, T. R. Lambert. 
Acting Master, C. Heywood. Lieutenant of Marines, 
B.E. Brooke. Passed Midshipmen, W. H. J. Robert- 
son. D. F. Dulany, H. S. Stellwagen, J. Hum- 
phreys, F. E. Barry, C. Thomas. Midshipmen, A. 
McLane, W.C. Craney, C. S. Macdonough, M. Hunt, 
J. Todd, G. H. Preble, A. S. Whittier, J. R. M. 
Mullany, A. H. Cass, H. F. Porter. Captain’s Clerk, 
Robert Robertson. Boatswain, W. Hart. Gunner, 
S. Allen. Carpenter, R. Thomas. Satlmaker, J.C. 
Q’Connor.” 





“SavANNAH, March 25, 1837. 

“ We have no intelligence from Gen. Jesup’s head 
quarters of a very recentdate. According to the best 
information from Florida, everything seems to be pro- 
gressing to a final termination of the difficulties, and | 
the removal of the Indians to the west. The General 





has a very difficult task to manage them, and bring 
them to aclose. You will have seen an account of | 
an attack recently, on Picolata; none was made. | 
Captain Porter, who is now here as a witness in Ma- 
jor Gates’s case, was there when the attack is said to | 
have taken place. Some horses, and a few other 
articles, were stolen, but whether by white, black, or | 
red men, is not known. The general belief is, that 
the war is over, and the officers (many of them) | 
think they will get out of the Territory by June at 
farthest. You may be sure that no effort will be left 





| 


untried to get the Indians out of it. 


“« Some few members of the General Court Martial, | 
ordered to convene on the 3ist, are here, viz.: Majors 
Lomax and Hunt, and Captains Galt, Bradley, and 
Morrison. Judge Advocate de Hart is also here, and 
so is Major Gates. Gen. Brady and Lieut. Colonel 
Cummings are hourly expected. It is thought that 
the trial will not occupy many days. 

“We have seen that the army bill did not become | 
alaw. Many in these parts were sanguine, and be- | 
lieved that their condition would be made better ; but | 
they were disappointed, and have to live in anticipa- | 
tion of more success hereafter—live in hope.” 





ITEMS. | 
Charles E. Hawkins, formerly of the U. S. navy, 


and late Commodore of the Texian navy, died at New| 


Orleans, Feb. 13, of the small pox. 
with military honors. 


He was buried 


Wm. B.G. Taylor, formerly of the U. S. navy, and | 


| 


ult., that the body of Lieut. A. D. Mackay, who was 
killed by the blowing up of the steamboat Dolphin, 
on the 17th December last, has been found on the 
beach, a few miles north of St. Augustine. The 
body was recognised by the watch found upon it. 
Two other bodies were found at the same time, and 
were interred. 

A general Naval Court Martial convened at the 
Navy Yard, Philadelphia, on Wednesday the 8th ult. 
Itis composed of the following officers :—Commodore 
James Biddle, president ; Captain G. C. Read, Captain 
D. Conner, Captain W. M. Hunter, Commander E. 
A.F. Vallette, Commander C. Gauntt, Lieutenant I. 
Shubrick, Lieutenant G. A. Magruder, Lieutenant 
T. D. Shaw, members. Judge Advocate, H. D. 
Gilpin. 

The Hon. Joret R. Pornsert took the oath of 


| Oflice as Secretary of War on Monday the 13th ult., 


and entered upon the discharge of his duties the next 
day. 

Captain Samver Coorrr, of the 4th Artillery, has 
been appointed Chief Clerk of the War Department. 

Major General Garnes has been for several days. 
on a visit to the seat of government. 

Major General Scorrt passed through Washington 
about a fortnight since on his return to New York.. 
A public dinner has been tendered to him by several 
citizens of the latter city, without distinction of party, 
and accepted. 

Com. Lewis WARRINGTON, accompanied by Com. 
Tuos. Ap C. Jones, on Wednesday 29th ult., visited 
the several vessels of the Exploring Squadron, and 
was received on board each ith a salute of thirteen. 
guns, with the blue broad pennant at their main. On 
the conclusion of this ceremonial visit, Commedore. 
Jones hoisted the white broad pennant on board the 
U.S. ship Relief, Lieut. Comd’t Thos. A. Dornin | 
which for the present remains the flag ship of the Ex- 
ploring Squadron. 

Commander F. Forrest has been directed by the 
Navy Department to open rendezvous in Washing- 
ton, Alexandria, and Georgetown, for the purpose of 
enlisting men for the South Sea Surveying and Ex- 
ploring Expedition. 

GeorcE Loyatt has been appointed Navy Agent 
for the port of Norfolk. 





PASSENGERS. 
Cuarceston, 8. C., Feb. 18, per steamboat Etiwan, 
from Savannah, Lt. J. S. Missroon, of the navy. 
Feb. 20, per brig Sun, from New York, Dr. A. W. 
Elwes. Per steam packet South Carolina, from Norfolk 


recently attached to the Custom House at New Or- via Smithville, Major M’Neill and servant, Capt. Drane 


leans, has been appointed Commodore of the Texian | 


navy. 


First Lieut. A. S. Macomb has been appointed Ad- | 


and Licut. Whiteley, of the army. 
Feb. 26, per steam packet Etiwan, from Savannah, 
Capt. W. Gordon, of the army. 
Tarch 5, per ship Saluda, from New York, Major W. 


jutant of the 2d regiment of dragoons, vice I. J. Beall, | Gates, of the army. 


March 6, per steam packet South Carolina, from Nor- 


promoted; and subsequently aide de camp to the) folk, Lieut. Ridgely, of the army. 


General in Chief, to take effect from the Ist instant. 
The U. 8S. ship Independence has been ordered to 


ship will sail probably some time this month. 


We learn from the St. Augustine Herald of the 15th | 


March 9, per steam packet South Carolina, for Nor- 


| folk, Col. B. K. Pierce and Major J. H. Ashby, of the 
| army. 
the Delaware to take out Mr. Dallas to Russia. The | 


March 12, per steam packet Georgia, from Norfolk, 
Gen. Eustis and lady, and Capt. J. Bradley, of the army. 
March 19, per ship Anson, from New York, Capt. 
W. A. Spencer, of the navy. Per steamer Charleston, 





; 
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from Savannah, Capt. J. Harris, Marine Corps, and | 
Lieut. C. A. Fuller, of the army. 

_March 27, per steam packet Georgia, from Norfolk, 
via Smithville, Col. Bankhead, Major Erving, Major | 
Ashby, Major Massias, Major Morris, Capt. Simonten, | 
and Lieut. Betts, all of the U. S. A. 

March 23, per ship Charleston, for Boston, Mrs. A. | 
S. Brooks, and Miss Brooks. 

Savannan, Feb. 19, per steamboat Charleston, from | 
Charleston, Capt. Maitland, U.S. A. 

Feb. 26, per steamboat Wim. Seabrook, from Charles- 
ton, Dr. A. W. Elwes, of the army. 

Feb. 28, per steamboat Cincinnati, from Charleston, | 
Capt. P. H. Galt, of the army. Per steamboat Forester, 
from Garey’s Ferry, Capt. Dimick, Lieut. Dusenbery, | 
Lieut. Anderson, and Dr. Martin, U.S. A. | 

March 5, per ship Angelique, from New York, Lieut. 
Johnson, Major Lomax, U.S..A., and 137 U S. Troops. | 
Per brig Camilla, from New York, Capt. P. Morrison, 








| 





8. A. 
March 12, e r steamboat Wm. Seabrook, from Charles- 
ton, Major W. Gates, and Lieut. —— Ridgely, of the 


army. 

March 13, per steam packet Georgia, from Charles- 
ton, Capt. J. Bradley, of the army. 

March 23, per stearnboat Richmond, from Black creek, 
Capt. G. Porter, and Dr. T. R. Johnson, of the army. 

March 26, per ship Newark, from New York, Col. 
W. Lindsay of the army. 

March 23, per steam packet Georgia, from Charleston, 
Col. Bankhead, and Major Erving, U.S.A. Persteam- 
boat Duncan MaCrae, from Garey’s Ferry, Captain 
Drane, Capt. Van Ness. U.S. A. Per steamboat Che- 
rokee, from Augusta, (arrived on Saturday last,) Gen. 
Brady, and Col. Cummings, of the army. 

March 30, per U. S. steamboat Essayons, from Lake 
Monroe, Volusia and Black Creek, Major J. S. Lytle, of 
the Army, Capt. L. Twiggs, U.S. Marine Corps, and 
23 discharged soldiers and wagoners 

New OUaceans, Feb. 23, per steamer Levant, from 
Natchez, Lt. R. B. Screven, of the army. Per ship 
John Baring, from New York, Lieuts J. H. K. Burg- 
win and T. H. Holmes, and Dr. P. Maxwell, of the ar- | 
my, and 156 U.S. Dragoons, destined for Fort Leaven- 
worth. | 

Mosite, March 1, per steamboat South Alabama, from 
New Orleans, Lieut. J. T. Sprague, of the Marine Corps. 

New York, March 26, per ship Arkansas, from New 
Orleans, Dr. G. B. McKnight, of the navy. 

March —, per ship Niagara, from Charleston, Capt. 
W. Gordon, of the army. 








LETTERS ADVERTISED. 


W asuinGron, March 1, 1837. 
Anmy.—Gen. H. Brady, 2, Major J. D. Graham, Col. 
S. H. Long, 3, Maj. R. B. Lee, Lt. J. L. Mason, Capt. | 
G. A. McCall, Major W. G. McNeill, Col. Geo. Tal- | 
cott. 

Late or THE AnrMy.—Henry Smith. 

Navy.—Mid. S. Blunt, Capt. John Gwinn, J. F. 
Mercer, Dr. D. C. McLeod, Capt. M. C. Perry, Capt. | 
W. Rainsay, 2. | 

Maaine Corps.—Capt. A. A. Nicholson, Lt. D. C. | 
Powers, Lt. J. Sprague. | 








Norrouk, Marchl. | 

Navy.—Rev. Geo. Jones ; Drs. Van Horn, Lockwood ; | 
Pursers Dunn, May, G. R. Barry; Captains Ramsay, | 
Mayo, Linton, J. J. Nicholson; Lieuts Hoff, MeDo-— 
nough, Chauncey ; S. Master Minor; Midshipmen Blair, | 
Bankhead, Read, Pepin, North, Bache, Baine, Case, | 
Guin, H. G. Adams, Murphy. 

U. S. ship North Carolina.—- Drs. Swift, Miller, 
Brinkerhoff ; Lieuts. Ingersoll, Noble, Powers, Purvi- 
ance, Manning, Gillespie, Hunt, Selfridge: Midship- 
men Baker, Rush, Crossan, Murray, Walke, Sully, 
Winder, Biddle, John Brooks, Huger. 

Exploring Vessels —Capt. Dornin ; Lients. Crownin- 
shield, Dale ; Mid’n Granger, Emmons, Gansevoort. 

Barque Pioneer.—Capt. Tatnall; Lieuts. Morris, 10, 
Goldsborough ; Mid’n Sinclair, Sanford, Barnes, Fran- 
cis, Case. 

W asuictTon, March 15. 

Aamy.—Lieut. R. A. Anderson, Capt. Jacob Brown, 
2, Col. J. Bankhead, 2, Gen. H. Brady, 2, Lieut. C. 
B. Chalmers. 2, Col. A. Cummings, 2, Capt. B. Huger, 2, 
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Lieut. A. Harris, 3, Lieut. J. H. P. O’Nealc, Gen. W. 
Scott, Lieut E Schriver, Col. H. Stanton, Capt. J. R. 
Stephenson, Major D. 8. Townsend. 

Navy.—P. Mid. R. Bache, Lieut. T. A. Dornin, 
Lieut. R. B. Hitehcock, P. Mid. H. N. Harrison, P. Mid. 
D. D. Porter, Capt. Wm. Ramsay, 9, Capt. J. D. Sloat, 
— J. C. Sharpe, Lieut. A. Slidell, Lieut. J. W. 

urk, 

Marine Corps.—Capt. A. A. Nicholson, 3. 

Wasuino Ton, April 1. 

Aagmy.—Gen. Atkinson, 2, Lieut. W. H. Betts, 2, 
Capt. J. A. J. Bradford, Col. Stephen Long, 2, Lieut. 
M. C. Meigs, 2, Lieut. J. L. Mason, 2, Lieut. A. M. 
Mitchell, Lieut. J. W. MeCrabb, Col. B. K. Pierce, 
Capt. I. P. Simonton, Gen. W. Scott, 3, Lieut J.S 
Williams. 

Navy.—Mid. A. D. Harrell. Lieut. S. P. Lee, Mid 
W. H. Mactdmb, Lieut. H. W. Ogden, 8, Capt. W 
Ramsay, 4. Lieut. W. Radford, Lieut. B. Shepard, P- 
Mid. A. S. Worth. 

Maagine Coaps.—Lieut. H. Tyler, Lieut. H. B. Wat 
son. 

Norro ck, April 1. 

Navy.—Drs. Peckworth, Lockwood ; Captains Mars- 
ton, Webb, Wm. Ramsay, Nicholson; Lieuts. Hoff, 
Ashton, Lynch, Goldsborough, Sharpe; Mid’n Minor, 
E. W. Moore, Lee, Browning, Pepin, Gamble. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Feb. 24—Ass’t Snr. J. C. Reynolds, Brown’s. 
25—Capt. J. Bradley, 2d Infy. Fuller’s, 
Capt. E. K. Barnum, do. do. 
Thomas Lawson, Sur. Gen. 


Paymaster A. D. Steuart, Mrs. Steuart’s. 


Lieut. A. Harris, Tth Infy. Brown's. 
Ass‘t Sur. R. Archer, Fuller’s. 
Gen. H. Brady, Gadsby’s. 


Capt. G. A. McCall, 4th Infy. do. 

Capt. D. Perkins, Ist Drags. do. 

Lt. R. C. Buchanan, 4th Infy. Mr. Frye’s. 

Capt. B. Huger, Ordn. Gadsby’s. 

Lt M. C. Meigs, Ist Arty. Mrs. McPherson’s. 
Mar. 1—Maj. W. G. McNeill, Top. Engs. Fuller’s. 


2—Ass’t Sur. W. W. Hoxton, Alexandria, 
3—Lt. R. C. Gatlin, 7th Infy. Brown’s. 
4—Lt.G. Morris, 4th Infy. oO. 

Lt. J. D. Searight, 6th Infy. | Gadsby’s. 
6—Ass’t Sur. Jos. Eaton. 

Major Gen. E. P. Gaines, Mrs. Hill’s. 

Col. S. H. Long, Top. Engrs. — Fuller’s. 


Lt. A. R. Hetzel, 2d Infy. Mrs. McePherson’s, 
10—Capt. W. A. Eliason, Eng. corps, Gadsby’s. 


Lt. A. Ury, Ist Drags. Fuller’s. 
Lt. W. Martin, 2d Infy. Georgetown. 
Lt. J S. Williams, 6th Infy. Fuller’s. 


13—Col E.Cutler, 4th Infy. do. 
Capt. E. A. Hitecheock, Ist Infy. do. 


14—Major J. A. Ashby, 2d Drags. Gadsby's. 
Capt. Jacob Brown, 6th Infy. Fuller’s. 
15—Lt. W. K. Hanson, 7thInfy. J. K. Hanson’s, 
22—Capt.D.S. Miles, do. Fuller’s, 
23—Major Gen. W. Scott, Gadsby’s. 


Capt. J. Harris, Marine Corps, do. 
Lt. J.T. Sprague, do. Mrs. Peyton’s. 
Lt. J. R. Anderson, Mrs. McPherson’s, 


| Aprilt—Lt. W. E. Aisquith, 5th Infy. « 


4--Lt. John Connor, do. Fuller's. 
Lt. E. S. Sibley, Ist Arty. Mr. Larned’s, 
5—Lt. J.S. Williams, 6th Infy. Brown’s. 


Gen H. Atkinson, do. do. 

Lt, T. L. Alexander, do. do. 

Capt. H. Brewerton, Eng. Corps, Gadsby’s. 
Lt. J. E. Blake, 6th Infy. Mrs. Latimer’s. 





AccipenT.—Yesterday afternoon, (says the St. 
Augustine Herald, of the 22d ult.) a daughter of F. 
L. Dancy, Esq. aged about 18 months, fell out of a 
second story window into the street, and was picked 
up for dead and carried into the house. In a short 
time it revived and it was discovered that its thigh 
was broken. Other injuries were apprehended ; but 
we are happy to learn that the child is likely to re- 
cover. It was a providential escape. The accident 
was the result of carelessness on the part of its nurse. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 








THE,LATE MAJOR B. A. BOYNTON. 


; Hancock Barracks, March 4, 1837. 
At a meeting of officers of the U. 8S. Army, con- 


vened in order to express their sentiments in relation | 


to the decease of their lamented associate, Major 
Bensamin ABBuT Boynton, of U.S. Ariny, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were adopted, viz: 

1. Resolved, That we regretto hear of the death of 
our brother-officer, Major B. A. Boynton, of the 2d 
regiment of Infantry, whose good qualities as. the 
gentleman and the officer always commanded our 
respect. . 

2. Resclved, That we recur with pride to the fact, 
that our deceased friend was one amongst the fore- 
most in the late war between the United States and 
Great Britain, himself at the time a young soldier and 
a volunteer, in gathering laurels on the very thresh- 
hold of the contest ; and in his participation with gal- 
lant comrades, at the capture of a British post at St. 
Regis, on the river St. Siauenne, and of the whole 
orce which occupied it. 

3. Resolved, That having fairly and deservedly won. 
by his participation in the achievement alluded to, the 
rank of acommissioned officer, which, with occasion- 
al promotion, he held to the hour of his death, we 
have great satisfaction in recalling to mind the chi- 
valric bearing, exhibited by him on a more impor- 
tant occasion, when in defence of Plattsburgh, in 
1814, he gave on the day of the advance of a superior 
hostile force, evidence of great self-possession in the 
midst of imminent danger ; and then, as adjutant of 
a gallant corps, also gave example of a firuiness and 
even a gaiety of manner, (his corps being an advanced 
one, and in face of a great force pressing ardently 
forward to its object,) that did him great honor as a 
soldier. 

4. Resolved, That we sincerely condole with his 
bereaved widow and his attached friends in the loss 
they have sustained by his decease. 

5. Resolved, That, during a series of years past, 
in any one of which, such was the nature of his dis- 
ease, we might have been called upon to testify our 
sense of loss at his departure from amongst us, we 
witnessed with admiration that cheerfulness and that 
equanimity of mind for which he was really distin- 
guished, and without which he had long since, proba- 
bly, sunk into the grave. 

6. Resolved, That in respect for the memory of a 
worthy friend and gallant brother, we will wear the 
usual badge of mourning for thirty days. And 

7. Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
communicated to the widow of the late Major Boyn- 
ton, and to the editors of the Army and Navy Chroni- 
cle, and the Plattsburgh Republican, with a request 
to the latter to publish the same in their respective 
journals, 

N.S. CLARKE, Major 2d Infy. U. 8. A. 
JAS: W. PENROSE, Ist Lieut. 2d Infy. 
L. SPRAGUE, Jssistant Surgeon. 
THO. JOHNS, 2d Lieut. 2d Infy. 





THE LATE LIEUT. PARDON M. WHIPPLE. 


Mr. Epitor:—-The following extract from a 
Spanish paper, came to my hand during a cruize in 
the Mediterranean, in 1821. As a memento to the 
memory of Lieut. Whipple, I send you the copy to 
be published in the Chronicle, if you think — 


ALIcantT, Feb. 13, 1821. 
On the 7th of this month, aft>ra continual series of 
levanters, to which this bay is exposed, and with a 
heavy sea caused by the storm without, and render- 
ing it impossible to effect a landing on the wharf, 
from the terrible surf which broke on every part of it, 


| a Swedish boat, with two sailors, little accustomed 
| to these shores, was suffered by them to be driven to 
| the most dangerous spot at about half a mile distant 
| from the wharf, where it was overwhelmed by three 
successive breakers. This being observed from the 
ishore by Lieut. P. M. Whipple, of the U. S. brig 
Spark, he, without a moment’s hesitation, dashed in 
the sea to the assistance of these unfortunate men, 
and saved their lives. 

On the 19th, the same occurrence happened with 
the boat of the same brig, in which twelve men were 
coming ashore ; and Whipple being then at his lodg- 
ings, where he remained to re-establish himself from 
his former fatigues, no sooner heard of this fresh acci- 
dent, than he rushed in haste down to the beach and 
plunged with intrepidity into the furious waves, 
braving a thousand dangers, and struggling with al- 
most certain death, insomuch that, had not assistance 
been lent him, he would have fallen a victim to his 
heroic generosity. 

While we lay before the public this sublime trait of 
humanity, far more easily to be admired than imita- 
ted, we should remind them that such are the results 
of that system of liberty by which that happy nation 
is guided, of which he is a member, where reason 
and justice have placed their throne, and extended 
all their dominions over the human heart. We have 
been eye witness of what we have related, and have 
beheld the heroic American exceeding even himself, 
despising his own life to save that of his fellow crea- 
tures, regardless of the difference of nations and of 
every circumstance but such as were dictated by the 
most refined beneficence. 

A man of more moderate feelings may, on some 
occasions, urged by momentary circumstances, do a 
brilliant and extraordinary action; but when these 
deeds are repeated, and under different circumstances, 
we have evident proof of what is the true character 
of that individual who is the actor of thein. 

Had such events taken place in the days of the en- 
thusiastical republic of Rome, we should have seen 
Whipple enter triumphant with a civie crown, the 
well-merited reward of his virtues. Alicant with ad- 
miration has beheld, and with affection will remem- 
ber them. She will relate them to her children as a 
model of singular heroism, and as the earnest of 
what free institutions will give birth to, which so in- 
fluence the manners and transport the soul to actions 
that awake the attention and esteem of every feeling 
man. 





DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 





BY THE EXPRESS MAIL. 
LATEST FROM FLORIDA. 
From the Pensacola Gazette. 


Pensacora, March 29.—The revenue cutter Wash- 
jington, Capt. Day, arrived here yesterday from Tam- 
pa Bay, and brings the latest intelligence from the 
seatof war. Major Wilson of the army, and Lieu- 
tenant Powell of the navy, came passengers in the 
Washington. The latter is bearer of despatches from 
General Jesup and Captain Crabb of the Vandalia, 
(now lying at Tampa,) to Commodore Dallas. 

The following are the particulars which we have 
learned relative to the present state of affairs at and 
near Tampa. General Jesup is still at Fort Dade, 
and will remain inthe country until the Indians shall 
have been despatched to their destination across the 
Mississippi. 

Micanopy, after repeated messages had passed be- 
tween himself and Gen. Jesup, came into camp, at 
Fort Dade, about the 17th March, and held a talk— 
he was frank and manly—signed the treaty preyions- 
ly agreed upon by Cloud, Alligator, and Yoho-}a-tou- 
chy in his name. Said,he had his face turned to the 
West now, and would go with all his people and ship 
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them by the month of May. He said that should 
any of the tribes decline, he would regulate the mat 


. ter with his own warriors—that this was now his own 


concern. About two hundred and fifty of the hos- 
tiles with their families had assembled about Fort 
Dade. Cloud (hitherto known by the name of Jum- 
per) and several of his people, paid a visit to Tampa, 
and expressed himself gratified at his kind reception 
at Fort Brooke, by the commandant, Capt. Crabb, U. 
S.N. Oceola had not been heard from ; he was said 
to be with his family north of the Withlacoochie, de- 
serted by all, and in no favor with the Seminoles, hav- 
ing lost his influence by his efforts to save the cap- 
tured. He will be treated well by the General, who 
admires him greatly. The forts in the hands of the 
Navy, will be relieved in fifteen or twenty days. 

Lieutenant Johnston had been despatched in com- 
mand of the steamboat America to the Suwanee, to 
co-operate with a detachment under Colonel Crane, 
in preventing some apprehended difficulty with the 
Indians there. 

Oceola, in the language of our informant, ‘has 
folded his arms and walked moodily away.” If only 
half that has been said of this indomitable warrior be 
true, he is a most remarkable man. The war is be- 
lieved to have originated, and been carried on, main- 
ly by his influence with the savage brethren, and yet 
he is now discarded from their conncils, because he 
would not imbrue his hands in the blood of his cap- 
tives. 

Micanopy (who turns out to be, not an old man, 
so fat as to be incapable of moving, but a very good 
looking, athletic man, about 40 or 45) says the treaty 
made with Gen. Jesup is the only treaty which the 
Seminoles have made; that the treaty of Payne’s 
Landing was a fraud upon the tribe, but that all his 
people will comply with the treaty of Fort Dade. 





SAVANNAH, March 381. 

The steamer Essayons, Capt. Peck, arrived here 

esterday afternoon from Black Creek. From Capt. 

wiggs, U.S. A., a passenger in her, and who left 
Fort Dade on the evening of the 22d inst. we learn 
that a rumor, which was credited in camp, prevailed, 
that Philip, Powell, and Sam Jones had sent in a run- 
ner to Micanopy, (who, until a few days since, was 
at Fort Dade,) with the intention of ascertaining the 
truth of his being with General Jesup’s army, and 
whether a treaty had been actually signed, and fur- 
ther desiring an interview with him. 

Micanopy had gone to Big Cypress Swamp, with 
a view to collect his people, and also, it is supposed, 
to have an inteview with the three Chiefs above 
named. Micanopy would then proceed with his peo- 
ple direct to Tainpa. 

Cloud had already gone to Tampa. Tigertail was 
about to proceed there in a few days, with 75 to 100 
Indians. Jumper was still in the camp, passing to 
and fro—as also Abrahan. 

The impression at the camp was, that Philip, Pow- 
ell, and Sam Jones would come in, in a few days. 





COL. CROGHAN—GOLD MEDAL. 
From the Globe, March 28. 


The highly interesting ceremony of the presenta- 
tion to Col. Croghan of the gold medal voted to him 
by Congress, in testimony of the high sense enter- 
tained by that body of his gallant conduct in defend. 
ing Fort Stephenson, took place yesterday at the Pre- 
sident’s house. The following are the remarks of 
the President on the occasion, and those of Col. 
Croghan in reply, which we insert for the gratifica- 
tion of our readers : 

Sir: By a joint resolution of both Houses of Con- 

ess, approved on the 13th of February, 1835, the 

sident was directed to cause a gold medal to be 
struck, with symbolical emblems and devices, and 
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presented to you, ‘in testimony of the high sense en- 
tertained by Congress of your gallantry and good con- 
duct in the defence of Fort Stephenson.” 

In pursuance of this resolution, I have the plea- 
sure to present you this Medal, executed in a style 
corresponding, in some measure, with the. distin- 
guished event it is intended to commemorate. It is 
highly gratifying to me to place in your hands this 
just tribute of a grateful people, well assured that, 
should circumstances require it, you will again be 
found ready to display the same courage and con- 
stancy in the cause of your country as distinguished 
your conduct in the gailant defence at Sandusky. 

Mr. PresipeNnT: Nearly twenty-four years have 
elapsed since the occurrence of the event which this 
medal is intended to commemorate ; during that in- 
terval, most of the gallant individuals whom I had 
the honor to command at Sandusky have quitted the 
stage of life. For the sake of those who are no more, 
I might have wished that this testimonial had been 
granted at an earlier period, that they might have en- 
joyed the same honest pleasure that I now feel. As 
respects myself, however, I cannot but value the dis- 
tinction the more highly, as it has been bestowed, not 
under the influence of momentary excitement, but 
after time had been allowed for estimating the cha- 
racter, as well as the importance, of the service ren- 
dered. In addition to my acknowledgment of the honor 
conferred on me by the resolution of Congress, I have 
only to express to you, sir, my obligation for the kind 
and flattering manner in which you have carried that 
resolution into effect. 








SELECTED POETRY. 
There is great spirit and fidelity in the delineations of 
the Indian’s hate of the white man in the annexed lines. 


For the New York American. 
THE SEMINOLE’S REPLY. 


BY LIEUT. G. W. PATTEN, U. 8S. ARMY. 

‘« The attack on Fort Mellon was made, it is supposed 
by Philip and his gang. ‘The aetion must have taken 
place before the inilorusttiion of the truce could have been 
received by the Indians who made the attack.’’— South- 
ern paper. 





Blaze! with your serried columns, 
I will not bend the knee! 

The shackle ne’er again shall bind 
The arm which now is free : 

I’ve mail’d it with the thunder 
When the tempest mutter’d low: 
And where it falls, ye yet may dread 

The lightning of its blow. 


I’ve scared ye in the city, 
I’ve scalped ye on the plain— 

Go, count your chosen where they fell 
Beneath my leaden rain— 

I scorn your proffer’d treaty, 
The pale face I defy ; 

Revenge is stamp’d upon my spear, 
And ‘‘ blood’? my battle ery. 


Some strike for hepe of booty, 
Some to defend their all, 
I battle for the joy | have, 
To see the white man fall : 
I love among the wounded 
To hear his dying moan, 
And catch while chanting at his side, 
The music of his groan. 


Ye’ve trail’d me throtigh the forest, 
Ye’ve track’d me o’er the stream, 
And straggling through the everglade, 
Your bristling bayonets gleam : 

But, I stand as should the warrior, 
With his rifle and his spear : 

The sealp of vengeance still is red, 
And warns ye—‘' Come not here.’* 
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Think ye to find my homestead ! 
I gave it to the fire. 
My tawny household do ye seek ? 
I am a childless sire.* 
But should ye crave life’s nourishment, 
Enough I have and good : 
I live on hate —’tis all my bread, 
Yet light is not my food. 


I loathe ye with my bosom— 
I scorn ye with mine eye— 
And I'll taunt ye with my latest breath, 
And fight ye till I dic. 
I ne’er will ask ye quarter, 
And ne’er will be your slave : 
But Pil swim the sea of slaughter, 
Till I sink beneath its wave. 





_* It will be remembered that many of the Seminoles 
killed their children ; they being considered an incum- 
brance to the war. 

ee 








ARMY. 





OFFICIAL. 
: Heap QUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
wennass nate ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFice, 
ara i Washington, April 1, 1837. 
1. Promotions and appointments in the Army since 
the Ist of January, 1837. 


I.—PROMOTIONS. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 

First Lieutenant Thomas Swords, to be Captain, 3d of 
March, 1837; vic4 Van Buren, resigned. 

Second Lieutenant Asbury Ury, to be First Lieute- 
nant, 3d of March, 1837 ; vice Swords promoted. 

FIRST REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 

First Lieutenant George Nauman to be Captain, 4th of 
February, 1337 ; vice Mason, deceased. 

Second Lieutenant Charles B. Chalmers, to be First 
Lieutenant, 4th February, 1837; vice Nauman, pro- 
moted. 

SECOND REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 

First Lieutenant Samuel McKenzie, to be Captain, 
8th of February, 1837; vice Mellon, deceased. 

Second Lieutenant Horace Brooks, to be First Lieu- 
tenant, 8th of February, 1837; vice McKenzie, pro- 
moted. 


THIRD REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 
Second Lieutenant William Wall, to be First Liente- 
nant, 16th of March, 1837; vice Newton, deceased. 
SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
First Lieutenant Julius J. B. Kingsbury, to be Cap- 
tain, 13th-February; 1837; vice Boynton, deceased. 
Second Lieutenant George W. Patten, to be First 
Lieutenant, 13th of February, 1837; vice Kingsbury, 





promoted. 
SEVENTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Second Lieutenaut Seneca G. Simmons, to be First | 
Lieutenant, 19th January, 1337; vice Carter, deceased. | 
Bvt. Second Licutenant Robert F. Baker, to be Second | 
Lieutenant, 19th January, 1837; vice Simmons, pro- | 
moted. (Bvt. Ist July, 1836.) | 


II.—APPOINTMENTS. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF DRAGOONS. 
Philip Kearney, of the State of New York, to be 
Second Lieutenant, Sth March, 1837. 
FinsT REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 
William E. Aisquith, of Virginia, late Second Licu- 
tenant of Artillery, to be Second Lieutenant, 8th March, 
13837. 


FIRST REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Richard Bennett, of Maryland, to be Second Livu- 
tenant, 9th January, 1837, 
L. D. Cabanne, of Missouri, to be Second Lieutenant, 
8th March, 1537. 
SECOND REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
William Alburtis, of Virginia, to be Second Lieutenant, 
8th March, 1837. 
Charles E. Woodruff, of the State of New York, to be 
Second Lieutenant, 8th March, 1337. 
THIRD REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 
Wilm>t Martin, of Pennsylvania, to be Second Lieu- 
tenant, 3th March, 1937. | 





FIFTH REGIMENT OF INFANTRY. 

William Root, of the State of New York, to be Se- 
cond Lieutenant, 8th March, 1837. 

Daniel H. McPhail, of Maryland, to be Second Lieute- 
nant, 8th March, 1537. 

John Connor, of New Hampshire, to be Second Lieu- 
tenant, 8th March, 1837. 

Daniel B. Spencer, of Virginia, to be Military Store- 
keeper, Purchasing Department, 8th Mareh, 1837. 


IlI.—CASUALITIES.—(8.) 
RESIGNATIONS. —(3.) 
Capiain.—(1.) 
Abram Van Buren, First Dragoons, 3d March, 1837. 
Second Lieutenants.—(2.) 

Alexander M. Mitchell, Fourth Infantry, 25th of 
March, 1837. 

Arnold Harris, Seventh Infantry, 8th of March, 1837. 

DEATHS.—(5.) 

Brevet Major Milo Mason, First Artillery, 4th Feb- 
ruary, 1837. : : 

*Captain Charles Mellon, Second Artillery, 8th Feb- 
ruary, 1837. 

Brevet Major Benjamin A Boynton, Second Infantry, 
13th February, 1537. 

Brevet Captain William S. Newton, Third Artillery, 
16th March, 1837. 

First Lieutenant Lawrence F. Carter, Seventh Infan- 
try, 19th January, 1837. 

11.—The officers promoted and appointed will report 
accordingly, and joiu their proper stations and companies 
without delay. 

By ornper OF ALEXANDER MAcoms, 


Masoxr Generat COMMANDING IN CHIEF: 
R. JONES, Adjt. Gen. 





*Killed in the action with the Indians on Lake Mon- 
roe, in Florida. 





HEAD QUARTERS OF TRE ARMY, 
Genzeat Onves, (A ssorant Guwesat's Orrics, 
No. ll. Washington, March 18, 1337. 
I.—The following letter has been received at Head 
Quarters from the Paymaster General, in relation to the 
settlementof the accountsof soldiers, who from unavoid- 
able circumstances, have been deprived of the necessary 
papers on which to establish their claims to pay, &c. ; 
which Ictter having been submitted to the Secretary of 
War, and by him approved, the satne is published for 
general information, and for the government of those 
whom it may concern: 
‘Paymaster GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
City of Washington, March 8, 1837. 

**Sir: The Adjutant General’s letter to you of the 
6th instant, in the case of private William Tate, late ot 
company F, Ist regiment of artillery, with your endorse- 
ment on it, is now before me. 

**It is much to be regretted that cases of this kind 
occur, but they appear inseparable from a state of war; 
officers are killed in action, or die of disease, and there 
is no one left to make the proper returns ; company 
books and papers are sometimes lost or destroyed, and 
there is no account left of the military history of the poor 
soldier but his own ipse dixit; and to take that, even 
under Oath, opens a door to frauds and abuses. 

** Many cases like this man’s occurred during the war 
of 1812-15: to remedy which the Secretary of War, im 
the year 1816, issued regulations of which the following 
are extracts, viz. : 

** April 6, 1816. ‘In applications for the pay due de- 


_ ceased soldiers, if the applicant is unable to prove the 


time of the soldier’s decease, it is the duty of the Pa 
Department to settle and discharge the arrears, accord- 
ing to the best evidence which that office, and the Ad- 
jutant and Inspector General’s afford.’ 

*** The burden of proof in this case must rest upon the 
Government, in whose possession, in legal contempla- 
tion, the evidence is supposed to remain.’ 

** May 20, 1816. ‘ Whereas it hath been represented, 
and of which no doubts are entertained, that the casual- 
ties incident to the operations of war, have thrown many 
brave and meritorious soldiers into situations, with ree 
spect to the evidence heretofore required of their service 
and claims for compensation, which preclude the possi- 
bility of doing justice to them without resorting to some 
substitute that shall be deemed equivalent to the evi- 
dence in question; it has been thought necessary and 
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roper, under the authority of the act entitled ‘ An act 

ximg the military peace establishment of the United 
States,’ passed March 16, 1392, section 16, to order ani 
direct that payments be made to suldiers thus situated, 
on the best evidence of which the nature of the case ad- 
mits, and on the depositions, duly taken, of the soldiers 
themselves, connected with, and where practicable, 
checked by, such data as the military records afford, and 
under the exercise of a sound discretion by the Pay- 
master General of the Army of the United States.’ 

“The rules prescribed by the foregoing regulations 
were adopted by Congress, not only with regard to 
claims for pay, bat for cases of lost military land war 
rants, and discharges for faithful services. See acts of 
the 27th of April, 1816, and 20th of April, 1S13. 

** Two cases of this kind, growing out of the present 
Indian war, have already occurred, both of which were, 
on the oaths of the claimauts, specially acted on by the 
Paymaster General under instructions from the Secre- 
tary of War, and both have proved to be fraudulent cases 
of perjury , one a captain of volunteer militia, and the 
other a sergeant. 

*¢ If the principles of the regulations and laws of 1516, 
be made applicable to all cases like that now under con- 
sideration, they should be binding on the accounting 
officers of the ‘Treasury, as well as the paymasters in the 
army, otherwise they might be differently construed by 
them, and the paymaster be a sufferer by the rejection 
of his payments. 

«Phat some frauds will be committed on the Govern- 
ment is to be expected, and the subject resolves itself, 





perhaps, into the single question, whether to guard 
against the few petty frauds that may possibly be com- | 
mitted, numerous individual soldiers like ‘late shall suffer | 
under what might be considered a denial of justice. 

** The Soldier’s Book, heretofore authorized fur the 
use of non-commissioned officers and soldiers, if proper- 
ly enforced, appears to be well calculated to aid and 
assist the soldier in obtaining his just dues, whether or 
not the returns and papers are omitted to be made, or 
get lost or destroyed. 

“‘Tam, sir, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servaut, 
N. TOWSON, 
Paymaster General. 

** Major Gen. A. MAcomn, 

Commanding United Staies Army.** 

II.—To relieve the soldier in such cases as are men- 
tioned in the above letter of the Paymaster General, 
and at the same time protect the United States from 
fraud, the following regulation has been approved by 
the Secretary of War: 

1. ‘‘It shall be the duty of paymasters or any other 
oflicers of the army, to whom any soldier may apply, to 
transmit to the Second Comptroller of the Treasury, 
through the Paymaster General and Second Auditor, 
such evidence of his case as the soldier shall furnish, to- 
gether with his statement, under oath, of the circum- 
stances that prevented his receiving the proper certifi- 
cates, and other official papers to which he was entitled 
at the time of his discharge. On receipt of such evi- 
dence, the Comptroller shall audit the account, and, if 
satisfied with the evidence, will transmit a certificate 
of the same to the soldier, which will authorize him to 
receive the amount stated to be due, from any Paymaster 
to whoin he shall present it.” 

2. ** The officers who furnish the evidence in behalf 
of such soldiers, will inform the Comptroller where to 
address the claimants when their accounts are audited.” 

3. “The Paymaster General will report to the Ad- 
jutant General all cases of neglect of company officers 
to furnish the proper certificates to soldiers entitled to 
discharge that shall come under his observation; and 
in case the United States shall sustain any loss through 
such neglect, the amount shall be charged to the officer ”’ 

111.—The Soldier’s Book, directed to be procured by 
the sutlers, and by them furnished to the troops, it will 
be seen by the above letter of the Paymaster General, 
is conceived to be of great importance to the soldier. 
Officers in command will, therefore, see that the regu- 
lations on that subject be strictly enforced, both as re 
gavds the sutler and the commandants of companies. See 
Army Regulations, article IX, paragraph 41. 

1V.—Inspectors General will report to General Head 





hand the Soldier’s Book, and alsothe companies that may 
be without them. 
By ornper of ALEXANDER MACOMB, 
Masor Generar CoMMANDING IN Cuisr: 
R. JONES, 
Adjt. General, 





SPECIAL ORDERS. 

March 7—Lt. M.S. Miller, 2d Arty. Ordnance duty. 

March 8—Cupt. G. A. McCall, 4th Infy. temporary 
recruiting duty. 

Surgeon H.S Hawkins, Baltimore. 

March 10. Surgeon Gen. T. Lawson, when relieved 
from duty with Ex-President Jackson, to repair to New 
Orleans for certain duty, and then return to Washington. 

March 11. Lt. W. Maynadier, Ist Arty. Ordnance 
duty. [Lt. Maynadier has been appointed by the Sec- 
retary of War Assistant Inspector of Ordnance.) 

March 17. Lt. W. H. Betts, Ist Arty. Ordnance duty. 

March 18. Lt. Col. B. K. Pierce, Ist Arty., tempora- 
ry command of Fort Hamilton. 

March 24. Lt. Col. B. K. Pierce, and Capt. J. Dimick, 
to sit as members of a General Court Martial, ordered to 
convene at Fort Columbus, for the trial of some Dra- 
goons. 

” Capt. C. Waite, 2d Infy. relieved from Court Mare 
tial duty. 

April 4. Ass’t Sur. T. Henderson, for duty with the 
2d regiment of Dragoons. 





—— — —________ | 





NAVY. 





In consequence of recent promotions, the following 
uamed officers have been relicved from the duty latter- 
ly performed by them: 

Mar. 6—Capt. W. M. Hunter, Navy Yard, Philadelphia. 


Com. W.Jamesson, Ree’g ship, Baltimore, 
9—Com. T. W. Wyman, _ do Boston. 
‘ Com. R. Voorhees, do New York. 


Com. W. J. Belt, Navy Yard, Washington. 
15—Capt. J. D. Sloat, Rendezvous, New York. 
Sur. L. B. Hunter, Navy Yard, do 
Capt. M.C. Perry, do do 
185—Capt. G. W. Storer, do Portsmouth. 

Surgeon G. Blackuall, do Norfolk. 


ORDERS. 
Feb. 21—P. Mid. R. Bache, and H. N. Harrison, de- 
tached from brig Por poise. 
23--Lt. J. Cassin, detached from fr. Constellation. 

Mid. H. T. Wingate, Naval School, New York. 
25 -Lt. W. L. Hudson, relieved from order tocom- 

mand schr. Pilot. 

Mid. H. Waddell, Naval School, Norfolk. 
27—Mid. W. Reidand E.C Kennedy. do. N. York. 
23—P. Mid. F. Piper, Rendezvous, Philadelphia. 

Mar. 6—Com. C.S. McCauley, Navy Yard, do 

Lt. F. Buchanan, com’d of Ree’g ship, Baltimore 

9—Lt. H. W. Ogden, do New York. 

Lt. J. B. Montgomery, do Boston. 

Lt. W. H. Gardner, Navy Yard, Washington. 

Mid. T. H. Patterson, do do 

Sur. A. A. Adee, Naval Hospital, Boston. 

Ass’t Sur. J S. Messersmith. Head Quarters of 

the Marine Corps, vice J. M. Foltz, relieved. 
15—Com. B. Cooper, Navy Yard, New York. 

Ass’tSur. J.J. Abernethy, do do 
17—Lts. J. C. Carter and J. J. Glasson, Rendez- 

vouz, New York. 
18—P. Ass’t Sur. S.C. Lawrason, N. Yard, Norfolk. 
20—Lt. R. A. Jones, Rendezvous, Baltimore. 
22—Com. W. D. Salter, do New York. 





SURVEY OF THE COAST. 

Schooner Jersey—Lt Com'dt T. R. Gedney; P. Mid. 
A. Griffith, F. Clinton, B F Sands, J. L. Ring, A. A. 
Holeomb, Levin Handy, W. H. Ball, R. W. Meade, D. 
D. Porter. 

Schooner Experiment—Lt Com’dt G. S. Blake; P. 
Mid. O. Tod, B. J. Moeller, H C. Flagg, J. F. Mer- 
cer, J. J, Almy, T. A. Budd, W. B. Whiting. 

EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
Frigate Macedonian— Lieuts G.A. Magrudcr, &. Leck- 





Quarters the names of sutlers who may fail to have on 
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wood, T. Turner ; Mid’n J. L. Blair. 
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Ship Relief—P. Mid’n J.H. North. 
Barque Consort—P. Mid'n E. ‘1. Shubrick. 


Ship Independence— Lieuts J. L. Lardner, C. M. Arm- 
comms W.H. Noland, C. H. Poor; Ass’t Sur’n, R. J. 
Bowie; P. Mid’n, M. S. Stokes; Mid’n, R. H. Wy- 
man, A. G. Clary. 

Ship Fairfield—Com’r, Isaac Mayo; Lieuts H. , 
Purvianee, J. E. Bispham, E. G. Tilton, O. 8S. Gli son ; 
Asst Sur. J. R. Peckworth; Purser, A. J. Watson ; 
Master F. Huger; P. Mid’n A. Kilty, W.L. Hern- 
don, J. A. Russ, G. MeCreery. A. Gibson, R. C. Cogdell ; 
Mid’n J. S. Neville, J. M. Bankhead, W. A. Whit- 
field, C. K. Rodgers, R. M. Tillotson ; Boatswain, Jo- 
seph Sanderson, (acting) ; Carpenter, William Jordan, 
(acting) ; Sailmaker, John Heckle. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Mar. 21—Rev. James Wiltbank, Chaplain. 
Joseph Sanderson, acting Boatswain, 
William Jordan, acting Carpenter. 


DISMISSION. 
Jan. 3—William McNally, acting Gunner. 


VESSELS REPORTED. 

Frigate Constitution, Com. Elliott, was spoken on the 
7th Jan. in lat. 37, 8, lon. 4 W. from a cruize, bound to 
Port Mahon, all well—informed that the John Adams 
would return home soon. 

The brig Metamora, arrived at Boston, sailed from 
Smyrna Jan. 27, in company with the frigate United 
States, and parted company Feb. 9, 100 miles east of 
Mahon. 

Schr. Shark, Lt. Com. Pearson, sailed from Tarrago- 
na 4th Jan. for Alicant—officers and crew well. 

Ship Natchez, Capt. Mervine, arrived at the S. W. 
Pass, on Sunday evening, 29th Jan. 7 days from Vera 
Cruz. She has several thousand dollars on board for 
the merchants of New Orleans. The Boston and Con- 
cord were daily exected at Pensacola. 

Ship Natchez, Capt. Mervine, off the bar of the Mis- 
Bsissippi. Feb. 26. 

Ship St. Louis, sailed the 15th Feb. for Matanzas; 
schr. Grampus, sailed the 29th on a cruise. 

Ship St. Louis, Capt. Paine, sailed from Matanzas 
for Salt Key, about the Ist March. 

Ship Boston, Capt. Dulany, sailed from Pensacola, 
on the 8th Feb. on a cruise in the Gulf; was at Vera 
Cruz on the 5th March. 

Barque Pioneer, having on board General Santa An- 
na, was seen on 12th Feb. off the Tortugas, by the schr. 
Hunter, arrived at New Orleans from Norfolk. 

Barque Pioneer, Lt. Com. Tattnall, from Veru Cruz 
and 10 days from Havana, arrived at the anchorage off 
the Naval Hospital near Norfolk, Va. on Thursday last, 
30th ult. 

Brig Dolphin, Lt. Com’dt McKenney, tonched at the 
river Gambia, (Africa,) Dec 8, and sailed 10th for lee- 
ward—all well. 


Ship Erie, Com. Renshaw, sailed from Montevideo 
19th Jan. 





REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 


Captain Farnifold Green ts command the Revenue 
Cutter Woodbury, and under orders to New Orleans. 

First Lieut. Johu Besse, Second Licut. John Walker, 
and Third Lieut. R. Millen, assigned to duty in the 
same vessel. 


John B. Meigs appointed a Third Lientenant, in room 
of Barker, deceased. 

The U.S. R. C. Alert, Nicholas Bicker, commander, 
sailed on Saturday, I Ith ult. on a cruise outside Sandy 
Hook. The Ist Lieut. still remains ill at Staten Island. 
Messrs. Newton and Beaufort are the officers at present 
attached to her. 








DEATHS. 





At Fort Dearborn, Illinois, on the 19th Jan., the in- 
fant son, and on the 17th Feb., after a short and dis 
tressing illness, Mrs. NANCY, wife of Captain Louis 
T. Jamison, of the the 5th regiment U. S. Infantry. 

At the Head Quarters of the army of Texas, on the 
23th Jan,, Col. JOHN T. COLLINSWORTH, aged 26, 
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Inspector General of the army of Texas, and late of the 
5th regiment U. 8. infantry. f 

At Baton Rouge Garrison, on the 2\st February, Ev- 
pora Swartwott, aged 6 years and |1 months, daugh- 
ter of Major J. M. Grassext, of the U.S. Army. 

Inthe county of Nortolk, Va. on the 3d ult., Mr. RO- 
BERT GOODE. He was during the late war a Lieut 
in the U. S. Army. 

On the 16th ult. on board the U. 8. revenue cutter 
Vigilant, very suddenly, Lieut. JOHN L. BARKER, of 
New York, aged 38, third lieutenant on board. 

At Nagatuck, Connecticut, on the 12th ult. Mrs. SA- 
RAH FANNING, wife of Lieut. Col. A. C. W. Fan- 
NING, of the United States Army ; also, on the 7th, his 
infant daughter. 

In Carlinsville, on the 20th Feb., WM. L. HARRIS, 
who arrived in that place in the stage from Prairie du 
Chien, extremely indisposed with the bilious pleurisy ; 
he remained rapidly declining, till he yielded his spirit 
to Almighty God, with perfect composure. The de- 
ceased was a graduate at West Point Academy, and had 
in his trank a Lieutenant’s commission in the army of 
the United States. He was on his way to visit his 
mother in Virginia, whom he had not seen for sixteen 
years. 

‘ At Lancaster, Mass. on the 8th ulé., Mrs. O. WHI- 
TING, relict of the late Col. Jounn Wuitine, of the 
U.S. Army. 

At Providence, R. I., on the 17th ult. Samvuet 
BripGHAM, youngest son of the late Lieut. Henry 8. 
Newcoms, of the U.S. Navy, in the 12th year of his 
age, 

At Norwood, Powhatan county, Va, on the 25th ult. 
Beverty Ranpotpn, only sonof Lieut. W. H. Kexnon, 
of the U. S. Navy, in the 4th year of his age. 

At Baton Rouge, on the 16th ult. Capt. WM. S. NEW- 
TON, 3d Reg. U.S. Art, a native of Alexandria. By 
his death the service has lost a gallant officer, and his 
companions a devoted friend. 

On Saturday morning, Mrs. ELIZABETH RAM- 
SAY, wife of Capt. WM. Ramsay, of the U.S. Navy, 
and-daughter of the late Davip Peter, of George- 
town, D. C. 











Navy Commissioners’ OFFice, 
March 18, 1837. 
IVE OAK TIMBER.—Scaled offers, endorsed ‘* Of- 
fers for Live Oak for small vessels,’’ will be re- 
ceived at this office until 3 o’clock, P. M. of the first 
day of June next, for the supply of Live Oak Timber 
as follows, viz: 

No. 1. For the frame timber and keelson pieces, and 
the promiscuous timber for one sloop of war, (small 
class,) to be delivered at the Navy Yard, Charlestown, 
M: ssachusetts. 

No 2. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and the 
promiscuous timber, for one sloop of war, ( small class,) 
and one smaller vessel, to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Brooklyn, New York. 

No. 3. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and the 
promiscuous timber, for one small vessel, to be delivered 
atthe Navy Yard, Philadephia. 

No 4. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and 
promiscuous timber, for one sloop of war. ( small class, ) 
to be delivered at the Navy Yard, Washington, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

No. 5. For the frame timber, keelson pieces, and pro- 
miscuous timber, for one sloop of war, ( small class, ) 
to be delivered at the Navy Yard, Gosport, Virginia. 

‘The quantity and dimensions of the promiscuous tim- 
ber, for each vessel of each class, is as follows: 

For each sloop of war, 1,500 cubic feet, which must 
be sided twelve inches, and be from twelve to eighteen 
feet long; six of the longest pieces to side sixteen in- 
ches. 

For each small vesse], 800 cubie feet, which must be 
sided eight inches, and be from ten to sixteen feet long ; 
six of the longest pieces to side twelve and a half inches 

A part of the promiscuous timber may be got to larger 
dimensions, provided the pieces will answer for replae- 
ing defective hawse pieces, transoms, breast hooks, or 
other valuable pieces. 

Separate offers must be made for each of the preceding 
numbers, and each offer must embrace all the timber 
that is called for by the number to which it refers, the 
prices asked per cubic foot must be stated separately, 
for each and every class of vessels embraced inthe offer, 
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and for the promiscuous timber of each class, separately 
from the other; ail of which other is considered mould, 
ed timber. 

The whole to be delivered before the first day of July- 
1833, and as much sooner as practicable. 

The said Live Ozk timber must have grown within 
twenty-five miles of the sea board, ( which must be 
proven to the satisfaction of the respective comman- 
dants, ) must be got out by the nioulds and written di- 
rectiunse and specifications of dimensions, &c. which 
will be furnished to contractors for their government; 
‘aud must be free from all injuries and defects, which 
may impair the good quality of the said timber for the 
purposes for which it is required by contract, and be in 
-all respects satisfactory to the commandants of the re- 
spective navy yards where it is delivered. 

onds, with two good and responsible sureties, 
( whose names must be forwarded with the offers, ) in 
the amount of one-third the estimated value of the tim- 
ber to be furnished under the respective contracts, will 
be required ; and, as collateral security for the faithful 
beam 3 lance with the terms, stipulations, and conditions, 
of the said contracts, ten per centura will be reserved 
from the actual amount of each payment which may be 
made, from time to time, within thirty days after bills 
shall be duly approved and presented to the Navy 
Agents, until the said contracts are completed and 
closed ; which reservations, respectively, will be for- 
feited to the use and benefit of the United States, in 
the eveat of failures to deliver the timber within the re- 
spective periods prescribed by the contractors. 

The moulds will be furnished to the contractors, at 
one of the Navy Yards, Brooklya, Gosport, or Philadel- 


ia. 
March 23—t15J. 
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23d March, 1837. 
SH TIMBER.—Sealed propesals, endorsed ‘‘ Pro- 
posals for Ash Timber,’’ will be received at this 
office until 3 o’clock, P. M. of the first of May next, for 
furnishing at the navy yard, Washington, [one-half by 
the first of December next, and the other half by the 
first of June, cighteen hundred and thirty-eight, or as 
much earlier as the contractor may choose,] twelve 
thousand cubic féet of White Ash Timber, to be of the 
following dimensions, viz : 

The whole to be in logs of from twelve tocighteca feet 
in length ; one-fifth of the whole quantity to be sixteen 
inches diameter; one-fifth twenty inches ; one-fifth twen- 
— inches; one-fifth thirty inches; and one-fifth 
thirty-six in diameter. 

The whole must be perfectly sound, and free from all 
defects, subject to the inspection and measurement of 
persons appointed by the commandant of the yard, and 
an all respects to his entire satisfaction. 

Persons wishing to offer, must offer for at least half 
the quantity, and state the price asked per cubic foot. 

Payments will be made within thirty days after the 
whole quantity is delivered, and approved bills present- 
ed to the Navy Agent. 

Bonds, with two suretics in one-third the estimated 
amount of the contract, will be required for its faithful 
performance. 

March 30—td 





Navy Commissioners’ Orrice, 
18th March, 1837. 
ZT IVE OAK TIMBER.—Sealed proposals will be 
received at this office until three o’clock, p. m. 
of the first day of July next, for the supply of Live Oak 
Timber, as follows: 

No. 1. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one frigate, two sloops 
of war, (one of cach class,) and one smaller vessel ; to 
be delivered at the Navy Yard near Portsmouth, N. H. 

No. 2. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pic- 
ees, and for the promiscuous timber, which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one frigate, and one 
steamer ; to be delivered at the Navy Yard at Charles- 
town, Mass. 

No. 3. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one sloop of war, large 
class, one small vessel, and one steamer ; to be deliver- 
ed at the Navy Yard, Charlestown, Mass. 
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No. 4. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and fur the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected for one ship of the line, one frigate, and one 
steawer ; to be delivered at the Navy Yard, Brooklyn, 
New York, 

No. 5. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pie- 
ces, and for the promiscuous timber which may be di- 
rected, for one ship of the line, one sloop of war, large 
class, and one steamer; to be delivered at the Navy 
Yard, Brooklyn, New York. 

No. 6. For the frame timber, beam and keelson pieces, 
and for the promiscuous timber, which may be directed, 
for two sloops of war, large class, and two steamers ; to 
be delivered at the Navy Yard at Philadelphia. 

The quantity and dimeusions of the promiscuous tim- 
ber for each vessel, of each class, ia as follows: 

For each ship of the line 6,090 cubic feet; which must 
be sided 15 inch2s, aud be from 12 to 20 feet in length, 
six of the longest pieces to side 22 inches. 

For each frigate, 3,000 cubic feet, which must be sided 
15 inches, and be from 12 to 20 feet long, six of thelong- 
est pieces to side 19 inches. 

For each sloop of war, 1,500 cubic feet, which must be 
sided 12 inches, and be from 12 to 18 feet long ; six of 
the longest pieces to side 16 inches. 

For each steamer, 1,500 cubic feet, which must be 
sided 15 inches, and be from 12 to 18 feet long; six 
of the longest pieces to side 16 inches. 

For each small vessel, 809 cubic feet, which must ba 
sided 8 inches, and he from 10 to 16 feet long, six of the 
longest pieces to side 12 1-2 inches. » 

_A part ofthe promiscuous timber may be got to larger 
dimensions, provided the pieces will answer for re- 
placing defective hawse pieces, transoms, breast hooks, 
or other valuable pieces. 

Separate offers must be made for each of the preceding 
nu $, andl each offer must embrace all the timber that 
is called for by the number to which it refers ; the pri- 
ces asked per cubic foot must be stated separately for 
each and every class of vessels embraced in the offer, and 
for the promiscuous timber of each class separately from 
the other; all of which other is considered moulded 
timber. 

At least one fourth of the whole quantity of timber 
embraced in each offer, comprising a fair provertins o 
the most valuable pieces, must be delivered on or before 
the last of March, 1839; one half of the remainder on or 
before the last of March, 1840, and the whole quantity 
ou or before the last of March, 1841; and if the above 
proportions shall not be delivered at the repective times 
above specified, the Commissioners of the Nayy reserve 
to themselves the right of cancelling any contract, in the 
execution of which such failure may occur, and of enter- 
ing into new contracts, holding the original contractors 
aad their sureties liable for any excess of cost, and other 
damages, which may be thus incurred. 7 

The said live oak timber must have grown withia 
twenty five miles of the seaboard, (which must be pro- 
ven to the satisfaction of the respective Commandaats, ) 
must be got out by the moulds and written directions, 
and specifications of dimensions, &c, which will be fur- 
nished to the contractors for their government, and 
must be free from alliajuries and defects which may im- 
pair the good qualities of the said timber for the purposes 
for which it is required by contract, and be in all res- 
pects satisfactory to the r, Pmmnee sr ec of the respective 
navy yards where it is delivered. 

Bonds, with two good and responsible sureties (whose 
names must be forwarded with the offers) in the amount 
of one-third the estimated value of the timber to be fur- 
nished under the respective contracts, will be required ; 
and, as collateral security for the faithful compliance 
with the terms, stipulations, and conditions of the 
said contracts, ten per centum will be reserved from 
the actual amount of each payment which may be made 
from time to time, within thirty days after bills shall be 
duly approved and presented to the Navy Agent, until 
the said cotracts are completed and closed ; which re- 
servations, respectively, will be forfeited to the use 
and benefit of the United States, in the event of the 
failures to deliver the timber within the respective 
periods prescribed. 

The moulds will be furnished to the contractors at 
one of the Navy Yards, Brooklyn, Gosport, or Phila- 
delphia. 

March 23—tJ15. 
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